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INSIDE
	 On	 Oct.	 8	 NSU	 hosted	 the	
“Road	Ahead	Forum,”	a	town	hall	
meeting,	 in	 the	Rose	 and	Alfred	
Miniaci	 Performing	Arts	 Center	
featuring	Mike	Jackson,	chairman	
and	 CEO	 of	 AutoNation,	 Inc.,	
and	 Fritz	 Henderson,	 president	
and	CEO	of	General	Motors.
	 Jackson	 opened	 up	 with	
a	 joke	 about	 how	 great	 it	 was	
that Henderson was “flying 
commercial these days” before he 
addressed	 the	 current	 economic	
turmoil	in	the	U.S.	
	 Jackson’s	 presentation	 des-
cribed	 how	 the	 housing	 market	
was a key factor in the decline 
of sales in the auto industry 
and	 the	 current	 recession.	 His	
presentation	 was	 scattered	 with
pictures	 of	 Transformers,	 refer-
encing the Chevy Camaro from 
GM that “starred” in the film. 
	 Credit	 was	 the	 focus	 of	 his	
discussion	and	how	the	U.S.	has	
moved	 from	 a	 credit	 panic	 to	 a	
credit	 squeeze.	 He	 stated	 that	
more	 credit	 discipline	 should	
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be	exercised.
	 After	Jackson’s	presentation,	
Henderson	 took	 center	 stage	
and	 discussed	 how	 GM	 plans	
to	 move	 from	 a	 situation	 of	
crisis to opportunity. In April 
2009,	Henderson	was	 elected	 as	
the	 president	 and	 CEO	 of	 GM	
after being with the company 
for almost 25 years. Henderson 
used	the	presentation	to	illustrate	
the	 direction	GM	will	 be	 taking
in	 the	 U.S.	 and	 global	 mar-
kets,	 in	 order	 to	 become	 more	
competitive.
	 Henderson	described	the	new	
GM	 model	 as	 more	 consumer	
driven	than	it	has	been	in	the	past.	
He listed GM’s business strategy 
as	having	competitive	cost	struc-
tures,	 more	 consumer	 focus,	
and	 placing	 more	 emphasis	 on	
the	 execution	 of	 its	 vehicles.	
Henderson	added,	“Good	enough,	
is	 no	 longer	 acceptable.”	 He	
explained	 that	 75	 percent	 of	 the	
industry is outside the U.S. and 
GM	 plans	 to	 develop	 products	
within	 these	 countries	 to	 take	
advantage	of	these	opportunities.	
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Fritz Henderson, Dean Fields and Mike Jackson after the “Road Ahead Forum.”
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	 On	 Oct.	 7,	 the	 Fischler	
School	 of	 Education	 and
Human Services proudly pre-
sented	Eugene	Garcia,	 professor
of	 education	 at	 Arizona	 State	
University, as the speaker of 
the	night.	
	 Garcia	 served	 as	 the	 dean	
at Arizona State University’s 
College	 of	 Education	 and,	 also,	
as	 dean	 and	 professor	 at	 the	
Graduate	 School	 of	 Education	
at the University of California, 
Berkeley. As of July 1, 2006, 
Garcia	stepped	down	as	dean	and	
assumed	 the	 role	 as	 vice	 presi-
dent	 for	 Education	 Partnerships.	
According	 to	 Garcia,	 this	 pos-
ition	 has	 carried	 on	 the	 goal	
of	 encompassing	 coordination	
of	 teacher	 preparation	 across	
colleges	and	campuses	in	Arizona,	
as	 well	 as	 the	 implementation	
of the university and public 
school	 initiative	 to	 establish	
campus	schools.
 The students and faculty 
who	 attended	 were	 thrilled	 to	
learn about his findings and were 
encouraged	to	not	be	discouraged	
by children who could not speak 
English	 well.	 Instead,	 he	 taught	
them	that	their	“potential	to	learn	
is	 far	 greater	 than	 the	 average	
white	 American.”	 Based	 on	 his	
findings, children born from 
parents	who	do	not	speak	English	
have	 far	 more	 aspirations	 than	
children	 born	 otherwise.	 The	
work teachers do truly affects the 
outcome	of	how	a	child	learns.
	 Garcia	 went	 on	 to	 point	
out	 that	 women	 who	 do	 not	
speak	 English	 tend	 to	 have	
more	children.	Therefore	we	are	
beginning	to	see	more	and	more	
diverse children as years go by. 
According	 to	 his	 research,	 one-
fourth	 of	 the	 babies	 born	 in	 the	
U.S.	 come	 from	 mothers	 who	
cannot	 speak	 English	 –	 That	 is	
about	4,000,000	babies.
	 As	 his	 main	 point	 of	 the
lecture,	 he	 continued	 to	 ex-
plained	 how	 other	 countries	 are	
miles	 ahead	 of	 the	U.S.	 in	 their	
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 The Alvin Sherman Library 
now	 offers	 students	 an	 easier	
way to record the results of 
their	 research.	 When	 looking	
for	materials	 in	NovaCat	—	 the	
sometimes	 students	would	come	
up	 to	 the	 reference	 desk	 and	
ask	 questions,	 and	 the	 librarian	
would	write	down	a	call	number;	
now they can text it to them-
selves,” said Valentina Mayz, 
web	 administrator	 at	 the	 Alvin	
Sherman Library. “It basically 
online library catalog — instead 
of	writing	down	the	call	numbers,	
author	names	and	book	titles	for	
books, students may now receive 
all	 this	 information	 in	 a	 text	
message	sent	to	their	phone.
	 “We	 thought	 it	 would	 be	
a	 neat	 feature	 to	 add	 because	
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Is your club or organization getting enough 
attention? Do you want to receive more recognition? 
Place an advertisement in The Current and let students 
know when your next meeting is taking place, or even 
the types of activities your club or organization offers.
For more more information 
regarding prices and deadlines for submission, please 
contact our business manager at (954) 262-8461 
or thecurrentad@nova.edu.
replaces	the	post-it	note.”
 When students find a 
book	 or	 video	 in	 NovaCat	 that	
complies	 with	 their	 topic	 of	
interest they click on the item 
description	 link,	 which	 can	 be	
the	title	of	a	book,	author’s	name	
or something else they searched. 
On	 the	 following	 page	 students	
can	click	on	 the	“send	details	 to	
your phone” button to send the 
information	 to	 their	 cell	 phones	
in	a	text	message.
	 “I	have	heard	of	it	but	have	
not	used	it,	but	I	think	it	is	ideal.	
This way you do not have to be 
traveling	 back	 and	 forth	 to	 the	
computer	to	get	the	call	number,”	
said	Natalie	Cespedes,	a	freshman	
general	science	major.	“It	makes	
it	 easier	 for	 students	 to	 look	 for	
books,	and	it	is	faster	too.”
	 The	program	for	the	service	
was written by someone at 
another university who shared it 
with the library. In addition, the 
program works only with certain 
cell	 phones	 providers	 such	 as	
Cingular/AT&T,	Cricket,	Nextel,	
Qwest,	Sprint,	T-Mobile,	Verizon	
and	 Virgin	 Mobile.	 Regular	
messaging fees apply, and only 
one	result	can	be	sent	at	a	time.
	 For	more	information	about	
this	 service,	 or	 to	 experience	 it,	
log	on	to	http://novacat.nova.edu/
screens/opacmenu.html.	 Feed-
back	 is	 encouraged,	 so	 if	 the	
program	 is	 not	working,	 contact	
the	webmaster	at	www.nova.edu/
library/about/newsiteform.html.
TEXTY from 1
Parents [and Teachers] 
Just Don’t Understand
	 Anita	Vestal,	 Ph.D.,	 alumna	
of	 the	 School	 of	 Humanities	
and	 Social	 Sciences,	 published	
“Conflict Resolution in Pre-
school:	A	Model	for	Teachers	and	
Children”	this	past	August.	
	 In	 her	 book,	 Vestal	 looks	
at the way children as young as 
four years old resolve conflict in 
the	 classroom	 and	 how	 teacher	
intervention	affects	the	process.
	 “I	 worked	 on	 the	 project,	
called	 the	 ‘Peace	 Project,’	 for	
three years,” she said. “I was 
motivated to test the hypothesis 
that children as young as four 
can	learn	to	resolve	interpersonal	
conflicts in preschool settings.”
 To test that hypothesis, she 
designed	 an	 experiment	 that	
consisted	of	a	control	group	and
an	experimental	group	of	children,	
whose	 teachers	 were	 trained	 in	
conflict resolution. 
	 “We	 found	 that	 children	
who	 had	 been	 guided	 to	 solve	
their own problems by the 
participating	 teachers	 were	 able	
to think of more different ways 
to	 solve	 real	 life	 problems	 with	
other	 children	 than	 those	 in	 a	
control	group	whose	teachers	had	
not	been	trained,”	said	Vestal.
	 She	also	found	that	children	
whose	 teachers	had	been	trained	
ANNARELY RODRIGUEZ
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in conflict resolution were less 
likely to use a force as a way to 
resolve conflict.
	 Vestal	hopes	this	book	“helps	
teachers	 guide	 kids	 in	 resolving	
their conflict by explaining how 
their	behaviors	affect	others	and	
help figure out alternative ways 
to end the conflict.” 
 Working in conflict reso-
lution	 is	 not	 new	 to	 Vestal,	 as	
she has worked to find ways to 
mediate family conflicts when 
there	 is	 domestic	 violence	 in-
volved	 but	 she	 said	 “working	
in	 the	 preschool	 classroom	with	
children and teachers was very 
unique	for	me.”
 Vestal is currently working 
on	 a	 new	 book	 about	 20	 simple	
and practical ways to forgive. 
She may be reached through av@
anitavestal.net, or to find out more 
about	her	work,	visit	her	Web	site	
at	www.anitavestal.net.
Courtesy of A. Vestal
Anita Vestal, Ph.D.
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NSU Scientists Provide 
Research Tools for ExxonMobil
	 On	 Sept.	 2,	 two	 of	 NSU’s	
National	 Coral	 Reef	 Institute	
scientists	—	Sam	Purkis,	assistant	
professor,	 and	 Kevin	 Kohler,	
director	 of	 computing	 services	
—	traveled	to	ExxonMobil	head-
quarters in Houston, Texas.  They 
presented	 an	 interim	 milestone	
report	on	the	status	of	an	ongoing	
collaborative	project	with	the	oil	
company. 
	 Purkis	 and	 Kohler	 were	
awarded a grant of $195,000 
to	 develop	 two	 solutions	 for	
ExxonMobil.	 One	 solution	 is	
a	 “toolkit”	 of	 satellite	 remote	
sensing	 algorithms.	 Kohler	
explains	 that,	 “ExxonMobil	 is	
interested	 in	 the	 distribution	
of facies, or rock types, over a 
large	 geographic	 area.	 	 Satellite	
imagery gives a representation 
of	 this	 distribution,	 but	 it	 must	
be	 manipulated	 to	 provide	 the	
maximum	 information	 possible.	
The	 tools	 in	 the	 toolkit	 allow	
researchers to estimate seafloor 
depth,	 correct	 the	 image	 for	
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the	 effects	 of	 water	 column	
characteristics,	 combine	 several
rock types on a single class-
ification, and calculate various
shape	 statistics	 on	 the	 rock	
formations.”	
	 The	 second	 solution	 is	 a	
model	 to	predict	 the	distribution	
of	 characteristics	 of	 subsurface	
carbonate	reservoirs	based	on	the	
shape	statistics	mentioned	above.	
The	 model	 allows	 researchers	
to	 input	 the	 percent	 distribution	
of various rock types, along 
with	 their	 geometric	 complex-
ity, and arrive at a plausible 
visualization	 of	 the	 subsurface	
carbonate system.
 “The utility of both solutions 
is	 to	 explore	 the	 use	 of	modern	
reef	environments	as	proxies	for	
ancient	 carbonate	 depositional	
systems, which are believed to 
contain	 up	 to	 50	 percent	 of	 all	
oil	 and	 natural	 gas	 reserves,”	
added	Purkis.	
	 The	 project	 is	 designed	 on	
the	premise	that	aspects	of	coral	
reef	 architecture	 are	 predictable	
through	 mathematical	 scaling	
laws.	 	 Both	 Purkis	 and	 Kohler	
have	 published	 several	 articles	
on this concept and confirmed its 
validity through maps of various 
diverse reef systems Their recent 
work	 further	 suggests	 that	 these	
scaling laws arise by virtue of 
the influence of weathering reef 
terraces	 that	 occurred	 at	 times	
when	the	sea	level	was	lower	than	
it is today. Information gained 
from this effort will hopefully 
enable	 ExxonMobil	 to	 recover	
hydrocarbons from the Earth’s 
crust more efficiently and with 
fewer drywells drilled. Purkis 
and	Kohler’s	work	is	projected	to	
continue through 2010.
“Map of  a real world seafloor (left) from which statistical parameters were harvested and used to emulate two alternative visualizations of  the landscape (center and right).”
Courtesy of K. Kohler and S. Purkis 
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	 On	Oct.	8,	the	Department	
of Conflict Analysis and Res-
olution	 in	 the	 School	 of	
Humanities	 and	 Social	 Sciences	
presented “Contemporary Issues
in	 U.S./Cuba	 Relations”	 with	
Indira	 Rampersad,	 Ph.D.	
Rampersad	 planned	 to	 discuss	
the dichotomy of the Cuban-
American	 population	 and	 how	
this	divide	in	 ideals	between	the	
older	and	newer	generations	has	
shaped	 the	 policies	 toward	 the	
island.	
	 She	 wanted	 to	 explore	
the	 optimistic	 and	 pessimistic	
aspects	 of	 President	 Barack	
Obama’s	 administration.	 These	
issues	included	the	change	to	the	
travel policy that allows Cubans 
to	 travel	 to	 the	 island	 but	 not	
Americans,	 and	 his	 refusal	 to	
revoke	the	embargo	laws.
	 Rampersad	 planned	 to	
highlight	 organizations	 that	 are	
trying to help the country by 
donating	 buses	 and	 computers	
to	 schools	 and	hospitals.	Cuba’s	
interaction	 with	 other	 countries	
and	organizations	was	also	to	be	a	
focus	of	her	lecture.	In	particular,	
Rampersaud	 wanted	 to	 address	
Cuba’s	 relationship	 with	 the	
Organization	of	American	States	
from which the country was 
expelled in 1962 and was invited 
to	rejoin	as	of	June,	2009.
	 Rampersad	 believes	 there	
is	 hope	 for	 improved	 relations	
between	 the	 U.S.	 and	 Cuba	
because	 both	 nations	 have	 new	
leadership.
	 “It	 seems	 to	 me,	 and	 this	
is my personal opinion, that the 
system is not going to die a natural 
death.	 I	 cannot	 see	 it	 happening	
any time in the near future,” 
Rampersad	said.
 No students, faculty or 
staff	attended	the	lecture	and	the	
presentation	 was	 cancelled	 after	
waiting 10 minutes.
	 “I	 was	 expecting	 to	 see	 a	
lot	of	Cuban-American	students.	
I thought they would strongly 
debate	 these	 issues.	 We	 have	
had events with 6 people and we 
have	had	events	with	more	than	a	
hundred people, but this is a first,” 
commented	 Mark	 Davidheiser,	
Ph.D.,	 assistant	 professor	 in	 the	
School	of	Humanities	and	Social	
Sciences.	 “I	 even	 thought	 the	
room	would	be	too	small.”
	 Rampersad’s	 doctoral	 dis-
sertation	 focused	 on	 American	
foreign policy as related to Cuba 
she	 also	 and	 has	 a	 master’s	 of	
science	 in	 international	 relations	
and	a	Ph.D.	in	political	science.
 “I wanted to focus my 
work	 on	 the	 Caribbean	 and	 no	
other country has been able to 
hold	 international	 attention	 for	
so	 long,	 and	 I	 think	 that	 is	 a	
phenomenon	 worth	 exploring,”	
said	 Rampersad.	 “It	 has	 been	
able to maintain a social ideology 
for	 so	 long,	 against	 such	 a	
superpower.”
 Rampersaud is currently 
teaching	 political	 science	 and	
international	 relations	 at	 the	
University of the West Indies. 
For	 more	 information	 on	
upcoming events hosted by the 
Department of Conflict Analysis 
and	Resolution,	 log	on	 to	www.
shss.nova.edu.
No Shows at Cuba and 
U.S. Relations Presentation
Classifieds
Need help with your paper or manuscript? 
Call	WriteRight,	an	editing,	proofreading,	and	
formatting service for university students. Reasonable 
rates, quality work, satisfaction guaranteed. Stefanie at 
(561) 302-0595 or sgapinski@bellsouth.net.
SPEAKER SERIES from 1
education systems. Children in 
other	 countries	 learn	 far	 more,	
due	to	extracurricular	work,	than	
they do in the U.S. 
 “We don’t have an early 
childhood system, but most 4 
year olds (about 89%) in Italy are 
in	preschool,”	stated	Garcia.	
	 According	 to	 his	 research,	
98% of children around the 
world	have	no	problem	 learning	
a language. “They [children] are 
wired to learn the language they 
are surrounded by. When you 
look	at	the	brain,	there	are	certain	
parts that are required [in order] 
to	read	but	nothing	is	required	to	
learn	a	language,	it	just	happens.”	
said Garcia. “[An educator’s] 
job [is to] to not only give their 
students	 equal	 opportunities	 but	
to	gain	equal	results.”	
	 The	 FSEHS	 Speaker	
Series	 is	 a	 biannual	 event.	 For	
more	 information,	 visit	 www.
schoolofed.nova.edu/common/
events.
	 Another	 area	 of	 change	
Henderson	 discussed	 was	 the	
change in culture. “[GM] is setting 
the bar high so you [the consumer] 
win. [We] may not always hit 
it,	 but	 at	 least	 it’s	 there.”	 Other	
changes	 to	 the	 culture	 included	
more	 risk	 taking,	 account-
ability, product development and
customer	service.	“Better	execu-
tion,	gets	better	business	results,”	
added	Henderson.	
 Henderson displayed a 
PowerPoint	 slide	 with	 a	 red	
Chevy Cobalt and a Smart Car. 
“What’s	 better:	 four	more	miles	
on	 a	 car,	 or	 a	 back	 seat	 and	 a	
trunk?”	 said	 Henderson.	 The	
audience	laughed	in	agreement.	
	 Following	the	presentations,	
audience	questions	were	posed	to	
both Henderson and Jackson by 
host	 Dean	 Fields.	 When	 asked	
about	GM	pursuing	lower	priced	
hybrid or electric cars Henderson 
stated, “Toyota has helped 
develop the market for hybrids 
with the Toyota Prius but they 
are the only ones who are seeing 
dramatic	growth	in	this	market.”	
Henderson	added	that	GM	will	be	
launching	 the	 Chevrolet	 Volt	 in	
2010 and will use the experience 
to	improve	on	the	product.
	 Jackson	 also	 addressed	 the	
question	and	was	doubtful	about	
a	 quick	 move	 towards	 electric	
and hybrid cars. He pointed out 
that	 electric	 cars	 are	 not	 cheap	
and	that	when	gas	is	between	$2-
$3 per gallon that consumers do 
not	care.	Jackson	also	stated	that	
from	 his	 experience	 consumers	
will	sometimes	choose	a	car	with	
an	illuminated	cup	holder	over	a	
car that is more fuel efficient. 
	 Sachia	Persaud,	who	 is	pur-
suing	 his	 master’s	 degree	 in	
finance at NSU, stated, “This was 
a	 great	 learning	 experience	 out-
side	of	the	classroom.	To	see	how	
one	of	the	world’s	most	public	and	
private	companies	is	restructuring	
its	culture	and	business	practices	
is	something	I	don’t	think	I	would	
have	 had	 the	 chance	 to	 be	 a	
part	of.”
		 “I	 thought	 the	 town	 hall	
meeting was very informative 
for	students	and	as	an	economics	
major	 I	was	 able	 to	 take	what	 I	
have learned in my studies and 
apply it to GM’s presentation.” 
said	 Anthony Campenni, pres-
ident	of	the	undergraduate	SGA.	
TOWN HALL from 1
Photo by A. Rodriguez
Indira Rampersad, Ph.D. 
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Events Calendar
Oct. 13 - 19
Saturday, Oct. 17
Sunday, Oct. 18
Polish-American Genealogy 
1 p.m.-3 p.m.
October	 is	also	Polish-American	
Heritage	 Month.	 Join	 speaker	
John Cagney  of the Polish Gene-
alogical Society of America 
for	 an	 exploration	 of	 	 resources	
leading to your Polish American 
roots.This	 event	 will	 take	 place	
at the Alvin Sherman Library. 
All	 programs	 are	 free	 and	 open	
to	the	public,	but	space	is	limited	
so sign up early by visiting 
www.nova.edu/library/genealogy 
or	calling	(954) 262-4575.
Disabilities Expo
10 a.m.-4 p.m.
Event held in the Alvin Sherman 
Library and on the library quad. 
For further information, please 
contact Arlene Giczkowski at 
giczkows@nova.edu.
 Visitors to the second floor 
gallery of the library are calling 
it “extraordinary,” “wonderful,” 
“excellent,”	 and	 a	 “great	 oppor-
tunity.”  What are they describ-
ing?	 The	 new	 Lincoln	 exhibit,	
“Abraham	 Lincoln:	 A	 Man	 of	
His	Time,	A	Man	for	All	Times,”	
that	 opened	 on	 Oct.	 2.	 The	
free display will run until Oct. 
26, and is one facet of a year-
long library celebration, which 
marks the 200th anniversary of 
Lincoln’s	birth.		
	 The	exhibition	travels	through-
out the country and was develop-
ed by the Gilder Lehrman Insti-
tute of American History, an 
organization dedicated to “[pro-
moting] the study and love of 
American history.”  As visitors 
walk through the exhibit, they 
can	 view	 pictures,	 documents	
and	 artifacts	 that	 lead	 them	
through	Lincoln’s	incredible	and	
influential life journey.  
	 Maria	Chowning,	a	resident	
in	Davie	who	visited	the	exhibit,	
said,	“It	shows	how	self-effacing	
Lincoln really was.  Meanwhile, 
he was absolutely brilliant.”  
	 The	 exhibit	 is	 open	Mon.-
Fri.	 from	 8	 a.m.	 to	 9	 p.m.,	 Sat.	
from	9	 a.m.	 to	8	p.m.,	 and	Sun.	
from 11 a.m. to 9 p.m. 
 On Sun., Oct. 18, performer 
Matthew	 Sabatella	 is	 scheduled	
to	present	 “Music	 in	 the	Life	of	
Abraham	 Lincoln.”	 He	 will	 be	
performing	songs	from	Lincoln’s	
life	on	guitar,	banjo,	and	dulcimer.	
	 Funding	 for	 the	 exhibit	
was	 made	 possible	 through	 a	
major	 grant	 from	 the	 National	
Endowment	 for	 the	 Humanities.	
Additional	 Lincoln	 material	 is	
also on display from the private 
collection	 of	 Sheldon	 C.	 and	
Rosalind	Kurland.
	 For	more	 information,	 call	
(954) 262-4613 or visit www.
nova.edu/library/lincoln.
Take A Look at Lincoln
CHELSEA SEIGNIOUS
VISUAL DESIGN ASSISTANT/ 
CONTRIBUTING WRITER 
Tuesday, Oct. 13
Lucky 13: Relaxation Station
12 p.m.-12:50 p.m.
Focus	 on	 good	 mental	 and	
physical well-being by nurturing 
mind and body. For more 
information,	please	contact	Dalis	
Dominguez at (954) 262-8485 or 
at dalias@nova.edu.
Monday, Oct. 19
Divide and Conquer: 
Second Annual Visual Arts 
Faculty Exhibition
7 p.m.-9 p.m.
Examine	the	work	of	the	college’s	
visual arts faculty members, and 
learn	 more	 about	 their	 diverse	
methods	and	messages.	This	event	
will	take	place	at	the	Performing	
and	Visual	Arts	Wing	in	the	Don	
Taft University Center.
Place an advertisement in The Current. 
Student Clubs and Organizations 
receive a special discount. 
For more information, please contact 
us at thecurrentad@nova.edu or (954) 
262-8461.
Photo by C. Seignious
The new Lincoln exhibit, “Abraham Lincoln: A Man of  His Time, A Man for All 
Times,” opened on Oct. 2 and will run until Oct. 26. 
CHELSEA SEIGNIOUS
VISUAL DESIGN ASSISTANT/ 
CONTRIBUTING WRITER 
 The Second Floor Gallery 
of the Alvin Sherman Library was 
bustling	 with	 conversation,	 as	
faculty members filled the area for 
the 8th Annual Faculty Reception 
on Oct. 1. The reception gives 
NSU faculty an opportunity to 
interact	with	librarians	as	well	as	
other faculty colleagues. It is also 
an occasion to thank faculty for 
their	 contributions	 to	 the	 school	
and	 their	 ongoing	 dedication	 to	
its	mission.
 Lydia Acosta, Vice President 
of	 Information	 Services	 and	
University Librarian, welcomed 
faculty and guests with a brief 
statement	 before	 introducing	
Frank	 De	 Piano,	 Ph.D.,	 the	
University Provost and Vice 
President	of	Academic	Affairs.	
 De Piano reminded faculty 
members	of	their	true	importance	
when he said, “A university is 
more	 than	 its	 buildings,	 more	
than its athletics and a variety 
of	 other	 things…the	 core	 is	 the	
relationship between the faculty 
and	 students.”	 He	 mentioned	
that	 previous	 research	 has	 dem-
onstrated	 that	 one	 of	 the	 main	
reasons	 students	 choose	 NSU	
is due to its exceptional faculty 
members,	 who	 take	 time	 to	
establish significant connections 
with	students.
	 Fran	 Tetunic,	 Chair	 of	 the	
Faculty Advisory Committee, 
discussed	 the	 up-and-running	
Faculty Club, which offers $25 
dinner	 coupons	 each	 month	 to	
its members, who pay $300 per 
year to belong to the club. The 
club also provides faculty with 
access to many other prestigious 
national	 organizations	 in	 which	
they can participate.  
 The brief ceremony con-
cluded	with	remarks	from	NSU’s	
President Ray Ferrero, Jr.  He 
reflected on his time as president, 
calling the last 11 years, “…among 
the most rewarding of [his] life.” 
Ferrero	described	 the	 interaction	
among faculty, students and 
himself	 as	 “invigorating.”	 He	
touched	 upon	 the	 “great	 shape”	
of the university, especially in 
relation to the economy.  
	 While	 other	 schools	 are	
turning away applicants and 
cutting	 programs	 due	 to	 budget	
cuts, he believes that by working 
together,	 we	 can	 improve	 the	
amount	 of	 bachelor’s	 degrees	
earned by students. Ferrero re-
ceived	a	 round	of	applause	after	
stating that merit-based salary 
bonuses for faculty members 
should	 be	 coming	 in	 a	 short	
amount	of	time.		
	 The	evening	came	to	a	close	
with a raffle drawing, boasting
prizes	 such	 as	 domestic	 airline	
tickets,	 wireless	 printers	 and	
a	 book	 entitled,	 “The	 Lincoln	
Anthology: Great Writers on His
Life and Legacy from 1860 
to	Now.”	
	 Charles	Zelden,	a	professor	
in	 the	 Farqhuar	 College	 of	Arts
and	Sciences	Division	of	Human-
ities,	was	one	of	the	winners	and	
won	 a	 pair	 of	 domestic	 airline	
tickets.		When	asked	what	he	was	
planning	on	doing	with	them,	he	
said “I will take a trip with my wife 
somewhere.”		Zelden	commented	
on the faculty reception, “[It’s] 
very nice because it is the only 
time faculty has the potential to 
come	together	as	a	whole.”	
Getting Loud in the Library
Photo by C. Seignious
The faculty and deans pose together at the 8th Annual Faculty Reception.
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Help a friend prepare for their future.
As an NSU student, faculty, or staff member you already know our campus is a great place to live and learn. 
So why not educate others, by inviting someone you know to NSU’s Campus Open House. For two days, 
admissions advisers will be available to answer questions about our 130 undergraduate, graduate and professional 
degree programs. NSU experts will be holding hourly financial aid information sessions. And guests will be able 
to tour our spectacular 300-acre main campus, including new residence halls, our state-of-the-art library, and 
fitness center. Of course, if you’re an undergraduate, NSU’s Campus Open House is a great opportunity to learn 
about continuing your education through our renowned graduate and professional programs.   
Cody
Junior
Biology
University Center
Friday, October 23rd, 3  p .m. to 7 p.m.
Saturday, October 24th, 10  a .m. to  4 p.m.
R.S.V.P.
www.nova.edu/openhouse  
(866) 432-2002
CAMPUS OPEN HOUSE
NSU-G-4646 The Current LO2
Psychology
Dentistry
Biomedical Sciences
Optometry
Medicine
Pharmacy
Criminal Justice Arts & Sciences
Education
Computer Sciences
Business
Early Childhood Studies
Oceanography
Law
Family Therapy
Allied Health & Nursing
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Leadership 101 
	 The	 annual	 Leadership	
Conference, held on Oct. 3 in
the	 Carl	 DeSantis	 Building,	 en-
forced	 the	 idea	 “Moving	 from	
Involvement	 to	 Commitment.”	
Students	 from	 South	 Florida	
universities, such as Lynn Uni-
versity and Florida Inter-national 
University attended this event in 
hopes	of	gaining	new	leadership	
qualities,	techniques	and	skills.		
	 The	conference	also	offered	
three	 break-out	 sessions,	 during	
which	students	chose	to	participate	
in	 different	 workshops.	 The	
leadership	 conference	 involved	
student	 networking,	 leadership,	
and	 developing	 life	 skills	 all	 in	
one day here at NSU.
  “How to Find Energy When 
You’re Burned Out,” presented by 
Sean	Pepin,	 assistant	 director	 of	
student	activities,	highlighted	how	
to relax, have a healthy lifestyle 
and	 how	 to	 focus	 when	 in	 a	
leadership	role	while	maintaining	
energy because “being busy is 
not	being	productive.”	Pepin	also	
stated	that	the	goal	of	the	session	
would	 be,	 “helping	 students	 to	
be	 better	 leaders	 for	 themselves	
and	peers.”	
	 Attendee	 Jade	 Rissman,	
freshman	 business	 major	 and	 a	
member	of	the	Nova	International	
Students Association, said “[This] 
leadership conference [helps] 
students	 become	 informed	 and	
incorporate	skills	with	goals	that	
[they can] plan to accomplish.” 
	 After	session	one,	lunch	was	
served,	along	with	an	informative	
talk by Gary Gershman, Ph.D., 
associate	 professor	 in	 the	
Farquhar	 College	 of	 Arts	 and	
Sciences,	 Division	 of	 Human-
ities.	 Vanessa	 Perez	 interviewed	
Gershman about philosophy and 
leadership. “Lead by example, 
and	 be	 active	 in	 organizations.	
Leadership reflects attitude.” 
When	 speaking	 about	 his	 life,	
Gershman	stated,	“Learn	to	accept	
an	 honest	 opinion;	 be	 open	 to	
constructive	criticism.”	
  Marc Mobley, coordinator 
of	 new	 student	 programs	 at	
FIU, stated “[This] leadership 
conference	 is	 going	 to	 help	 stu-
dents in an organization clarify 
values, as well as identify per-
sonal	 values	 and	 how	 to	 relate	
them	to	an	organization.”	
 Lindsey Newpher, a senior 
elementary education major, 
said, “The sessions today helped 
me	 to	 understand	 different	
personalities and how they affect 
an	organization.”	
	 William	 Faulkner,	 Ed.D.,	
assistant	dean	of	student	develop-
ment, wrapped up the event by 
asking everyone to “make sure 
what you do benefits every-
body else.”
VICTORIA HUNTER
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
The “Hijabi Monologues” 
Come to NSU
 On Oct. 3, NSU hosted the 
“Hijabi	Monologues,”	a	theatrical	
production	 of	 monologues	 sur-
rounding	 the	 “hijab.”	 “Hijabi”	
(hee-jab-ee) is Muslim-American 
slang	 referring	 to	 women	 who	
wear	headscarves.	
	 Jamarah	Amani	 opened	 up
the	night	with	a	powerful	mono-
logue	 on	 how	 she	 felt	 she	 was	
the	 entire	 representation	 of	 her
religion	 because	 of	 her	 appear-
ance: “Do you not see me 
standing in front of you? I am 
just	 not	 a	 representation.	 I	 am	a	
human	being.”	
	 The	performers	were	charged	
with	 passion	 and	 enlightened	
the	 packed	 auditorium	 on	 the	
Muslim	experience.	Sahar	Ullah,	
writer	 and	 performer	 of	 the	
monologues, talked about why 
she	 decided	 to	 write	 the	 script,	
“It	seems	to	be	something	public,	
something everyone seems to 
have	an	opinion	about.”	
 Somy Ali, an NSU alumna, 
said,	 “I	 think	 it’s	 good	 to	
support	 the	 freedom	of	Muslim-
Americans	 to	 wear	 headscarves	
if they want to and to not 
discriminate,	 likewise,	 against
Muslim-American	 women	 who
don’t	wear	a	headscarf.	This	is	a
great way to open up the conver-
sation	to	both	Muslim-Americans	
and	the	general	public.”
	 Duff	 Ullah,	 sophomore	
biology major, commented on 
the	 need	 for	 an	 event	 like	 this	
in	South	Florida,	“We	wanted	to	
do an event [near] Miami after 
one of the mosques was shot 51 
times.	People	need	to	know	about	
Muslim-Americans.”
	 Following	the	performance	
was	a	discussion,	and	one	mem-
ber	of	the	audience	stood	up	and	
SERENA MANN
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
Photo by S. Mann
Performers prepare to speak at the “Hijabi Monologues.”
said,	 “I’m	 black.	 And	 because	
I’m	a	black	man,	people	assume	I	
carry a gun. But I have prejudice, 
too,	 because	 I	 thought	 someone	
who	 wore	 a	 headscarf	 must	 be	
carrying a bomb. But now I 
realize they’re just people and 
good	people,	too.”
	 The	 “Hijabi	 Monologues”	
is	 touring	 across	 the	 nation.	 For	
more	 information	 about	 their	
performances	or	purpose,	e-mail	
hijabi.monologues@gmail.com
Career Fair 
Opens Doors of 
Opportunity for 
Students
	 The	 public	 and	 students	
both were welcomed this year 
to	 the	 career	 fair	 on	 Oct.	 7,	 on	
the second floor of the Don Taft 
University Center.  
	 Students	 interested	 in	
positions	 in	 sectors	 such	 as	
education,	 government,	 health	
care,	 law	enforcement	 and	more	
were pleasantly surprised to see 
so many opportunities at hand. 
Students,	 undergraduate	 and	
graduate,	 crowded	 the	 second	
floor in their business attire hoping 
to	make	a	good	impression.	
	 According	 to	 Daniela	
Caballero,	junior	business	admin-
istration	 and	 entrepreneur-ship	
major, “The career fair was very 
helpful; it really showed me all 
the	 different	 companies	 and	 job	
opportunities	 that	 are	 out	 there.	
In	 a	 time	 of	 economic	 crisis,	 it	
brings	 students	 hope	 to	 see	 so	
many potential jobs available 
to	 them.”	 For	 other	 students,	 it	
was a good way to get motivated 
about	continuing	their	education.	
Students	 who	 are	 interested	 in	
accounting, finance, management, 
or	 marketing	 jobs,	 can	 look	
forward	 to	 a	 career	 fair	 o	 their	
own.	 The	 next	 career	 fair	 will	
be	 showcasing	 business	 career	
opportunities	and	will	take	place	
on Oct. 21, in the Carl DeSantis 
Building	 Atrium	 from	 2	 p.m.	
to 6 p.m. 
	 For	more	information	about	
the	 upcoming	 career	 fair	 and	
employer listing, visit www.nova.
edu/career, call (954) 262-7201 
or e-mail career@nova.edu.
AMANDA CAZACU
CURRENT AFFAIRS EDITOR
“Let It [Not] Be Forgotten”
	 Students	 of	 all	 majors,	
staff	 members	 and	 members	 of	
the outside community gathered 
in room 309 in the Don Taft 
University Center on Oct. 6, 
to	 hear	 Bill	 J.	 Adams,	 D.M.A,	
and	 Jennifer	 Donelson,	 D.M.A.,	
perform the first of two recitals in 
this year’s faculty recital series. 
Both	 Adams	 and	 Donelson	
are	 assistant	 professors	 in	 the	
Farquhar	 College	 of	 Arts	 and	
Sciences	Division	of	Performing	
and	Visual	Arts.
 “Dr. Adams has been my 
chorale professor for a few years, 
and I heard about this [event] 
from	 him.	 I	 thought	 it	 would	
be	nice	 to	 come	because	 I	 am	a	
biology major and it is nice to try 
something different,” said Sonya 
Chacko, junior biology major.
	 The	 “American	Song:	Life	
and	Death”	recital	included	songs	
from “West Side Story,” “Three 
Early Songs,” “Candide” and 
many others. The performance 
started	 with	 “Something’s	
Coming” from “West Side Story” 
and	moved	on	to	children’s	songs.	
It	 concluded	 with	 songs	 about	
war	and	death.
	 “Donelson	and	I	sat	together	
this	 summer	and	 looked	at	what	
she liked to play and what I liked 
to	sing,”	said	Adams.	“She	likes	
to play classical music but she 
also	 likes	 songs	 like	 ‘The	 Kid	
Inside.’ We were also trying to 
get	 the	 audience	 interested	 and	
engaged so that they would like it 
more	and	would	sit	for	45	minutes	
to	listen	to	us.”
	 A	highlight	of	the	perform-
ance was Adams’s delivery of 
the	 song	 “Love	 in	 the	Thirties”,	
a	 song	 that	 features	 a	 back-and-
forth	 conversation	 between	 a	
father	and	a	son.	Adams	changed
his	 voice	 to	 resemble	 that	 of
a boy and his father and cap-tured 
the	audience’s	attention	with	ex-
pressive facial and body gestures. 
	 Joshua	 Mathis,	 freshman	
marketing major, said “I enjoyed 
it very much [especially] the first 
song.	 It	 had	 a	 nice	beat	 and	got	
me into it. I was ready to start 
singing,	but	there	were	also	songs	
that were very touching.”
	 Other	 students	 commented	
on	 seeing	 their	 professors	
perform	 outside	 the	 classroom	
and	 recognized	 the	 professors	
implementing	 techniques	 that	
they had taught in their classes.
ANNARELY RODRIGUEZ
NEWS EDITOR
Photo by A. Rodriguez
Bill Adams, D.M.A., (right) performs with Jennifer Donelson, D.M.A., (left) as part of  the 
first faculty recital of  the year.
“I	 saw	 he	 applied	 some	 of	 the	
techniques	 he	 taught	 us	 like	 the	
way he positioned his body when 
he	 was	 performing	 and	 taking	
large	breaths	before	long	notes,”	
said	 Astrude	 Octaviusm,	 senior	
psychology major.
 Adams was accompanied by 
Donelson on the piano. “I really 
liked	 the	 pianist;	 she	 seemed	
really passionate about it,” said 
Alexandra	 Atunes,	 sophomore	
psychology major.
	 Donelson	will	 be	 perform-
ing	the	second	recital	of	the	series	
on Mar.16, 2010 in room 309 of 
the UC at 7:30 p.m. She will 
perform pieces by composers 
from	 the	 United	 States,	 Cuba,	
Mexico,	Argentina	and	Brazil.	
	 For	 more	 information	 on	
the	recital	series,	log	on	to	www.
fcas.nova.edu/performingarts/
schedule_faculty.cfm.
“...In a time of 
economic crisis, 
it brings students 
hope to see so 
many potential 
jobs available to 
them.”
- Daniella Caballero
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	 For	 most	 college	 students,	
sleep is just a five-letter word 
and not a priority. As students, 
we rarely think of getting a 
good’s	 night’s	 rest	 as	 important.	
Unfortunately, those endless all-
nighters we stay up to study for 
exams	might	not	help	at	all.
	 Without	 adequate	 rest,	 the
brain’s ability to function is 
hindered.	
	 “The	 brain	 works	 harder	
to	 counteract	 sleep	 deprivation	
effects	and	ends	up	working	less	
effectively. Therefore, concen-
tration	 levels	 drop,	 and	 mem-
ory becomes impaired”, says 
Kathleen	Nadeau,	Ph.D.,	director	
of	the	Chesapeake	ADHD	Center	
of Maryland, in Annapolis. 
Therefore, when your professors 
tell you to study ahead of time, 
they are not interested in ruining 
your weekends; they are actually 
trying to help you ace that exam. 
	 Brandon	R.	Peters,	resident	
in neurology at the University of 
Minnesota	 Med-ical	 Center	 in	
Minneapolis,	 Minnesota,	 states	
“The	average	amount	of	
sleep	 needed	 changes	
over	 one’s	 lifetime.	
Adolescents, 11-18 
years, need 9.25 hours, adults 
need	 an	 average	 of	 8	 hours,	
and elderly adults may need 
less	sleep.”
	 If	 those	 hours	 are	 not	
met,	 sleep	 deprivation	 can	 have	
serious	effects	on	students’	health
in the form of physical and men-
tal	 impairments.	 “Not	 getting	
enough sleep impairs your ability 
to	 think,	 handle	 stress,	 main-
tain a healthy immune system 
and	 control	 emotions”,	 accord-
ing	 to	 Jennifer	 Warner	 from	
Cbsnews.com.
 Similarly, the brain’s abil-
ity to problem solve is great-
ly decreased when students’ 
are	 sleep	 deprived.	 “Decision-
making	abilities	are	compromised	
and the brain falls into inflexible 
thought	 patterns	 that	 make	 it	
difficult to think of new problem-
solving	 ideas.	 In	 fact,	 sleep	 is	
so	 important	 to	 an	 individual’s	
overall	 health	 that	 total	 sleep	
deprivation	 has	 been	 proven	
to	 be	 fatal,”	 according	 to	 Dr.	
Gary K. Zammit, Ph.D., from 
Shuteye.com. 
	 If	 this	 information	 is	 not	
enough to convince you to skip 
tomorrow night’s party 
and	get	some	
sleep, maybe you should take 
into	 consideration	 that	 dramatic	
weight changes, especially weight 
gain,	are	also	common	effects	of	
sleep	 deprivation	 because	 the	
amount and quality of the sleep 
we	 get	 affects	 our	 hormone	
levels, specifically our levels of 
leptin	and	ghrelin.	
	 Leptin	 is	 a	 hormone	 that	
affects	 our	 feelings	 of	 fullness	
and	 satisfaction	 after	 a	 meal,	
and	 ghrelin	 is	 the	 hormone	 that	
stimulates	 our	 appetites.	 When	
you suffer from sleep
deprivation, your body’s 
levels	 of	 leptin	 fall	 and	
ghrelin	levels	increase,	according	
to	 Bioportfolio.com.	 “This	
means that you end up 
feeling	 hungrier	 without	
really feeling satisfied by 
what you eat, causing you to eat 
more and eventually gain 
weight,”	 writes	 Colette	
Bouchez’s,	medical	jour-
nalist	 and	 contributor	 to	
WebMD,	 and	 Leonard	 J.	
Sonne’s,	M.D.
 Students may not notice 
the immediate benefits of 
sleeping	 a	 few	 extra	 hours,	
but they can definitely count 
on	 feeling	 a	 lot	 better.	
Alex	 Gardner,	 member	 of	
the British Psychological 
Society, and Ronnie Marks, 
emeritus professor of dermatology 
at the University of Wales,
found	 that	 sleep	 depri-vation	
did	 not	 alter	 participants’	
physical appearance. How-
ever, the study found that 
participants	 who	 were
sleep	 deprived	 felt	 self-
conscious	 about	 their	 ap-
pearance	 and	 thought	 their	
skin	 showed	 their	 lack	 of	
rest. They were convinced their 
looks were affected by their 
lack	 of	 sleep,	 even	 though	
they looked the same as when 
they were rested. As it turns out, 
getting good sleep makes you 
feel better about yourself, and 
sleep deprivation can lower your 
self-esteem.
	 Insomnia	 is	 a	 common	
cause	 of	 sleep	 deprivation.	 The	
best	 suggestion	 for	
curing your in-somnia, 
according	 to	 Laurie	
Pawlik-Kienlen,	a	free-
lance	 writer	 who	 has	
had	 articles	 published	 in	
Health,	Reader’s	Digest,	and	
Woman’s Day would be to go 
to	bed	and	get	up	at	the	
same time each day. 
Pawlik-Kienlen	writes,	
“Your body will learn to start 
winding	 down	 as	 the	 appointed	
hour	 approaches,	 and	 it	 will	 be	
easier to wake up the next day.” 
 From now on, try waking 
up	with	the	sunrise	and	getting	to	
bed earlier to allow your body to 
rest.	Getting	the	adequate	amount	
of sleep will help you focus and 
keep you energized, not with your 
head on your desk and drooling 
in	class.	
AMANDA CAZACU
CURRENT AFFAIRS EDITOR
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Java Junkies, Energy Seekers 
and the Caffeine Crazed:
The positives and negatives of drinks that claim to give you oomph
	 College	 students	 are	
always on the go. With sche-
dules	 jam	packed	with	classes,	
jobs, social lives and significant 
others,	most	of	us	use	caffeine	
to get through the day and 
sometimes	 even	 the	 night.	We	
think of caffeine as a study 
aid and daily necessity. Coffee 
and energy drinks such as 
Red Bull, 5 Hour Energy and 
Monster Energy Drink, have 
become key companions for 
late night study sessions. With 
a	 Starbucks	 and	 several	 other	
cafes	selling	caffeinated	drinks	
on	campus,	not	 to	mention	 the	
coffee	makers	located	in	almost	
every employee lounge, caffeine 
consumption	 is	 the	 norm.	 But	
when	is	enough,	enough?	
 Within 15 minutes of our 
first sip, the caffeine found in 
coffee and energy drinks kicks 
us	in	the	butt	and	gets	us	moving.	
Caffeine	 creates	 an	 immediate	
rush	of	adrenaline,	which	causes	
us	to	become	more	focused,	alert,	
and	energized.	It	tricks	our	minds	
and	 bodies	 into	 thinking	we	 are	
not	tired	for	a	few	more	hours.	
	 When	asked	if	she	worried	
about any adverse side effects 
from	drinking	caffeinated	drinks,	
Alexis	 Irias,	 senior	 marketing	
major said, “I’ve actually read 
in	 some	 studies	 that	 coffee	 is	
good for you as well, such as 
lowering your risk of diabetes and 
Parkinson’s	 and	 it	 also	 relieves	
headaches.”	
	 There	 are	 some	 serious	
benefits to be reaped from your 
morning	 “cup	 of	 joe.”	 WebMD	
reports	 that	 caffeine	 can	 help	
reduce headaches, which is why 
many pain relievers add a small 
amount	to	their	formulas.
	 Although,	 caffeine	 does	
have	 its	 drawbacks.	 When	
consumed	 in	 high	 doses	 —	
around 300 mg, which is equal 
to	the	amount	of	caffeine	in	three	
cups	of	coffee	—	there	can	be	a	
plethora	of	side	effects	associated	
with	 caffeine	 intake	 including	
anxiety, increased urination, rapid 
heart	 rate	 and	 disorientation.	
Long-term	 side	 effects	 include	
stomach ulcers, acid reflux, sleep 
disorders	and	depression.	
	 Adriana	 Gutierrez,	 grad-
uate	 student	 at	 the	 Center	 for	
Psychological Studies, has ex-
perienced some of these symp-
toms first hand. She explained, 
“Coffee increases my heart rate 
and	gives	me	an	upset	stomach.”	
 Honey Diaz Perez, soph-
omore biology major, agreed, 
“I get all shaky and restless 
sometimes.	It	also	keeps	me	up	if	
I drink coffee too late in the day, 
so I usually drink decaf instead.”
 The amount of energy 
drinks on the market these days 
is virtually endless. Whether you 
are	drinking	a	RedBull,	Monster	
Energy Drink, or 5 Hour 
Energy, you are 
consum-
ing primarily the same amount 
of	caffeine.	
 EnergyFiend.com reports 
that each of these energy drinks 
contains	 about	 as	much	 caffeine	
(between 80 to 160mg) as one 
cup	 of	 coffee.	 Not	 to	 mention	
a	 heaping	 amount	 of	 sugar	
(between 27 to 60g). While these 
energy drinks may seem like 
a safe alternative, many of the 
same	side	effects	associated	with	
coffee still apply. 
 “Red Bull is my energy 
drink	 of	 choice	 because	 it	
‘revitalizes the body and mind’. 
For	 me,	 coffee	 does	 not	 taste	
well and you have to drink 
too much to get energy. All 
other caffinated drinks are not 
even	 comparable	 to	 Red	 Bull,”	
said	 Tom	 DeSernia,	 sophomore	
business	 administration	and	bio-
logy major.
	 The	 caffeine	 in	 coffee	 and	
energy drinks can also create 
a dependency. Caffeine works 
like many drugs; individuals are 
energized	 for	 a	 few	 hours	 and	
then eventually crash when the 
effects	 wear	 off.	According	 to	
WebMD, when you are addicted 
to caffeine and do not get your 
“fix” you could experience 
withdrawal symptoms including 
headache, fatigue, irritability 
and	insomnia.	
	 Decaffeinated	herbal	teas
are	 a	 great	 alternative	 to	 caf-
feinated drinks. They are good 
for you and often make you 
feel	more	energized.		Ginseng,	
which	 is	 found	 in	 most	 green	
teas, is known to increase your 
mental and physical energy
levels	without	all	the	dangerous	
risks	associated	with	coffee	al-
though	 it	 contains	 a	 small	
amount	 of	 caffeine.	No	matter
what your preference — cap-
puccinos,	 lattes,	 teas	 or	 ener-
gy drinks —	 moderation	
is key.  
ASHLEY ALLRED
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
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Howl-O-Scream is a separate-ticketed night event. Thursday four-pack walk-up admission price $29.95, prices per person plus tax. Savings on advance purchase. Valid for four or more admissions on 
same Thursdays, October 1, 8, 15, 22 and 29. Event dates and times are subject to change or cancellation without notice. Parking is not included. Costumes not permitted. Some restrictions apply. 
© 2009 Busch Entertainment Corporation. All rights reserved.
EVIL 
NEVER 
GOES 
OUT OF 
FASHION.
select nights
 now – October 31
1-888-800-5447
TWISTED THURSDAY 4-PACK 
ADVANCE PURCHASE
$1995per person Valid for 4 or more admissions only on Thursdays.
Managing Your Life and Your Time
	 College	 is	 a	 stressful	 time	
for everyone. A generation ago, it 
was equally hard to get through 
these few years, and a generation 
from	now,	it	will	be	just	as	nerve-
racking	 because	 even	 though	
technology has and will continue 
to	advance,	the	hardest	part	seems	
to	be	managing	time.	In	hopes	of	
making your life easier, here are 
five time-management tips for 
surviving	college.
	
1. Get a Smartphone, agenda 
or calendar and (most import-
antly) USE IT!	
Write, type, or scribble everything 
you need to do to make yourself 
accountable.	 In	 these	 times	 of	
information overload, you need 
a list to remind you of what you 
need	 to	 accomplish	 throughout	
the day, the week, or the 
month. By getting an agenda or 
Smartphone, you can keep track 
of all the things you have to do. It is 
worth	the	investment.	
2. Schedule free time. 
Make	 sure	 to	 schedule	
time	 to	 relax	 and	 hang	
out	with
your friends. 
Yes,	grades
are	 import-
ant	 and	 to
some	people
they might 
be every-
thing, but you
cannot	 get	
those	 good	
grades if you 
are	 burnt	 out	 from	
studying.
3. Set your priorities 
straight.	
This	 goes	 hand	 in	
hand	 with	 “do	 not	
procrastinate!”	 Make	
a list of all your 
assignments	 and	 tests	
ANNARELY RODRIGUEZ
NEWS EDITOR 
you need to study for and start with 
the	 earliest	 one.	 Getting	 started	 is	
half	the	battle.	
4. Learn to say “no.”	
Do	 not	 take	 seven
classes,	 work	 a
full-time	 job,
join	a	club	and
commit	to	being
the	best	man	in	
your brother’s 
wedding.	 It	 is
imp o s s i b l e ;	
you will have 
no	time	to	sleep	
and you will not
be able to do any-
thing efficiently. Pick
 your favorite activities and 
learn to say no before you feel 
overwhelmed.
5. Ask for help. 
Take advantage of your professors’ 
office hours. They will be happy 
to help with anything you do not 
understand; this way you will not 
waste time trying to figure out 
something you can just ask your 
professor.	 Sometimes,	 visiting	
with your professor can also 
build	a	personal	relationship	and	
they can act as mentors for your 
career	as	well.	Your	peers	are	also	
a	great	source	of	help.	Sometimes	
you cannot understand what your 
professors	are	teaching	no	matter	
how hard they and you try. Your 
fellow	 classmates	 think	 like	
you do, and they may be able to 
explain a lecture to you in a way 
that you can understand.
	 NSU	can	also	help	through	
their	 time	management	 services,	
such	 as	 workshops	 and	 the	
Student	 Academic	 Resource	
Center.	You	can	 log	on	 to	www.
fcas.nova.edu/academicservices/
tutoring/documents/studyskills/
Time%20management%20sched
ule.pdf	to	get	a	time	chart	to	help	
you get started with your time 
management.	
Are you a communication studies major? Are you considering a career in 
journalism? Then come gain some hands-on experience at The Current!
If you would like to write for The Current, please contact us at nsunews@nova.edu 
to set up an appointment.
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	 On	 Oct.	 5,	 the	 Sunshine	
State	 Conference	 awarded	 three	
NSU Shark players the honor of 
being named Conference Players 
of	the	Week.	
 Men’s Cross Country runner 
freshman	Brendan	Chwalek	was	
named	SSC	Runner	of	the	Week	
as	 a	 result	 of	 his	 performance	
in	 the	 recent	 Flrunners.com	
Invitational,	 where	 he	 placed	
fourth	overall.	
	 En	 route	 to	 his	 impressive	
finish, Chwalek broke his own 5K 
school record with a time of 16 
minutes and 12.14 seconds. This 
is	the	second	time	this	season	that	
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Chwalek	has	garnered	the	award	
in	 what	 has	 been	 a	 successful	
start	to	his	NSU	career.	
 Women’s Cross Country 
senior Krystal Porter was also 
named	 SSC	 Runner	 of	 the
Week for her recent 11th placed
finish at the Flrunners.com 
Invitational.	
	 This	is	also	the	second	time	
A Stellar Week for NSU Athletics as Three Athletes Garner Honors 
the Alvin Sherman Library’s
Electronic Resources
Dive into
October 22, 2009 
10 am to 5 pm
Alvin Sherman Library Atrium
www.nova.edu/library/passportday
3rd Annual Passport to Information Day
Understand more of  what
the Alvin Sherman Library electronic databases 
can do for you.
Alvin Sherman Library, 
Research, and Information Technology Center
3100 Ray Ferrero, Jr. Blvd., 
Fort Lauderdale, Florida 33314
954-262-4542
www.nova.edu/library/main
A joint-use facility between Nova Southeastern University and 
the Broward County Board of County Commissioners
20 national 
database vendo
rs
FREE
prizes &
giveaways!
*must be 18
 or 
older to win
For more information, please contact 
The Current at (954) 262-8455 or email us at 
nsunews@nova.edu
Write for 
The Current
We are currently accepting 
applications for writers to work on 
articles for our weekly publication.
Employees will be eligible to gain 
hands-on experience in a newsroom 
environment and work with 
real-world deadlines, all while having 
fun. 
Journalism experience is preferred, 
but not necessary. 
Training is provided.
Stop by our office for an 
application today!
that	Porter	has	claimed	the	award	
after	 receiving	 the	 accolade	
earlier	in	the	season.	Porter	ran	a	
season best 19 minutes and 6.32 
seconds	 which	 placed	 NSU	 in	
fourth	place	overall.
	 Women’s	 Soccer	 senior	
Elizabeth	 Brauher	 received	 the	
SSC Player of the Week award 
for	her	performance	in	the	Sharks’	
victory over Tampa. 
	 Brauher	scored	the	opening	
goal	of	the	game	and	assisted	on	
the	second	as	the	Sharks	ran	out	
3-2 winners beating the Tampa 
Spartans for the first time in 
history. 
Courtesy of Sports InformationCourtesy of Sports Information Courtesy of Sports Information
Senior Krystal PorterFreshman Brendan Chwalek Senior Elizabeth Brauher
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	 The	 NSU	 women’s	 soccer	
team	put	 together	 an	 impressive	
display on the road to defeat the 
Eckerd	Tritons	2-0	on	Oct.	7.	
 Buoyed by their recent 
victory over Tampa, the Sharks 
were confident heading into 
the	game.
	 The	 deadlock	 was	 broken	
10 minutes before half time as 
NSU’s offensive pressure finally 
paid off, as they scored the 
opening	goal	of	the	game.	Senior	
Elizabeth	Brauher	passed	the	ball	
to	junior	Alexis	Hernandez	after	a	
nice play by senior Monica Tobin 
in midfield. Hernandez then took 
full advantage of her opportunity, 
blasting	 the	 ball	 home	 to	 give	
the	Sharks	 the	 lead	heading	 into	
the	half.	
	 The	Sharks	were	dominant	
after the half time interval as they 
looked solid defensively with the 
Tritons unable to find a way to 
break	them	down.	
 The game was put beyond 
doubt	 as	 goal	 scorer	 Hernandez	
turned	 provider	 as	 she	 passed	
freshman Aubrey Fondy the ball 
who coolly shot it into the net for 
a	score	of	2-0.	
 The final score of the game 
was 2-0 creating a victory for the 
Sharks as they improve to 6-4 for 
the	season.	
	 The	 NSU	 women’s	 soccer	
team	 is	 matched	 up	 against	
#8 nationally ranked Rollins 
College on Oct. 13, at the NSU 
soccer	complex.	
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Women’s Soccer 
Secures Second 
Successive SSC victory
Courtesy of Sports Information
Courtesy of Sports Information
Carly Perschnick in top form for the Sharks.
 The NSU women’s volley-
ball	 team	 found	 themselves	 on	
the wrong end of a five-set thriller 
as they lost to Rollins College 
on Oct.3.
	 In	their	second	consecutive	
road	game,	NSU	lost	a	nail-biting	
encounter by a score of 25-15, 
21-25, 25-17, 23-25 and 6-15. 
	 Despite	 the	 defeat,	 the	
Sharks	 came	 out	 the	 fastest	 and	
took the game to Rollins early 
in the match and ultimately 
claimed the first set. Freshman 
Carly Perschnick led the Sharks 
offensively with four kills. 
	 The	 second	 set	 proved	 to	
be	 a	 tougher	 test	 for	 the	 Sharks	
as Rollins responded in fine 
fashion,	 clinching	 the	 set	 25-
21. Perschnick and junior Lucia 
Cizmarova	 both	 led	 the	 Sharks	
with	four	kills	apiece.	
 NSU clawed their way back 
into	 the	 lead	with	an	 impressive	
third set victory 25-17 and with 
that victory gave themselves 
the	 upper	 hand	 in	 the	 matches.	
Sophomore Molly Sigerich led 
the	Sharks	again	with	four	kills.	
 The fourth set began badly 
for	NSU	as	Rollins	soon	amassed	
a substantial lead as they went 
up 17-8. In true Sharks’ style, 
however,	 NSU	 stormed	 back	
into the match to tie the set at 23 
apiece and only two points away 
from victory. Rollins regained 
their	composure	to	execute	some	
crucial plays to achieve the final 
two	points	needed	and	forced	the	
match into a fifth set. 
 Buoyed by their late come-
back	 in	 the	 fourth,	 Rollins	 con-
tinued to execute their plays in 
the fifth as they took an early 
lead en route to a 15-6 victory 
and claimed the match 3-2. 
 Leading the way for 
the	 Sharks	 in	 the	 match	 was	
Perschnick with 13 kills, closely 
followed by junior Taylor 
Pohlman who garnered 11 with 
Sigerich contributing 10 kills to 
the	offensive	cause.	
	 The	 Sharks	 soon	 bounced	
back from their defeat as they 
dispatched of Florida Southern 3-
1 in their next outing on Oct. 9. 
	 The	 encounter	 was	 tabbed	
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as	 a	 must-win-game,	 and	 the	
Sharks didn’t disappoint as they 
secured the crucial victory on the 
road	in	four	sets.	
	 NSU	 soon	 found	 their	
rhythm as they stormed out to 
take the first set 25-22. A resilient 
Florida	Southern	team	responded	
in fine style to claim the second 
set at 25-18. 
 With the encounter eagerly 
poised at 1-1, the third set would 
prove	 to	 be	 crucial.	 The	 Sharks	
dug	deep	 and	produced	 a	 stellar	
display to clinch the third set 
25-21 and to gain a 2-1 lead in 
the	match.	
	 Maintaining	 their	 com-
posure,	 the	 Sharks	 secured	 the	
fourth and final set 25-22 to claim 
the	 match	 and	 an	 all-important	
SSC road victory.
	 Senior	 Jenerra	 McGruder	
led the way for the Sharks with 15 
kills closely followed by Sigerich 
who capped a fine performance 
with figures of 11 kills, two aces 
and	 three	 blocks.	 Cizmarova	
weighed in with a crucial 11 kills 
with Kathleen Yony claiming 
a match-high 14 digs. All time 
NSU	assists	record	holder	senior	
Valia Petrova provided a solid 35 
assists	in	the	match.	
 The NSU women’s volley-
ball	 team	 now	 progresses	 to	 an	
overall season record of 12-7 
with	 an	 in	 conference	 record	
of 3-3.  
Women’s Volleyball Edged Out 
in Five-Set Thriller
I’ve heard that there is a 
specific order to eating your 
food, for example eating fruits 
before other foods. Is this 
true?
 In most cases, it really 
doesn’t matter what order you 
choose to eat your food. As 
individuals	 chew	 and	 swallow	
their	 food,	 it	 is	 all	 mixed	
together	 in	 the	 stomach	 which	
is a holding area that slowly 
allows	 these	 mixed	 foods	 to	
enter	 the	 small	 intestine	 for	
further	digestion.
      If someone is trying to lose 
weight,	 research	 shows	 that
beginning	a	meal	with	a	 fresh,	
leafy green salad or a cup of 
vegetable	bean	soup	(both	high	
in nutrient density and water 
content) will help them to eat 
less	of	the	rest	of	the	meal.
 If someone is trying 
to gain weight, they should 
consume	the	foods	with	highest	
caloric value first before filling 
up	on	the	low	calorie	foods.
 So you can choose to eat 
your favorite food first or save 
it for last; it is up to you. 
MARILYN GORDON
REGISTERED DIETICIAN/
LICENSED NUTRITIONIST
Nutrition Q&A
Courtesy of www.flow4theworld.com Courtesy of Sports Information
Lyle Howe is relishing his first season with 
the Sharks.
	 High	hopes	surround	fresh-
man goalkeeper Lyle Howe as 
he embarks on his first season 
with	the	Sharks.	The	future	looks	
bright	 for	 the	 six	 foot	 four	 inch	
shot	 stopper,	 as	 he	 is	 held	 in	
high	 regard	 within	 the	 men’s	
soccer	program.	
	 A	 new	 addition	 to	 the	
Sharks’ squad this year, Howe 
enjoyed a successful high school 
career	 after	 being	 named	 a	 two	
time	 MVP	 and	 team	 captain	 in	
his senior year at Coral Springs 
High	School.	
 Currently one of three 
goalkeepers	 on	 the	 team,	 Howe	
finds himself surrounded by 
talent,	 and	 under	 the	 guidance	
of	 goalkeeping	 coach	 Reggie	
Pierre-Jerome,	he	can	do	nothing	
but only improve. He continues 
to	progress	 in	practice	and	he	 is	
seen	as	a	solid	contender	for	the	
starting position for many years 
to	come.
	 The	 Coral	 Springs	 native	
believes	 his	 best	 assets	 that	 he	
brings to the team are “my height, 
my athletic ability and my out 
and out shot stopping ability.”
	 In	order	to	improve	“I	need	
to work on my kicking because 
it	 is	 a	 little	weak	 and	 overall	 in	
every aspect of my game I can 
always improve,” added Howe. 
	 In	 terms	 of	 pregame	
motivation, “definitely listening 
to	some	metal	gets	me	motivated	
before	a	game.	After	listening	to	
metal I can’t go wrong; it really 
gets	me	pumped,”	stated	Howe.	
Quick Fire Questions
What is your perfect pre-match 
meal?
“My perfect pre-match meal 
would have to be Subway with 
my teammates.”
In a movie about your life, who 
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would play you?
“I don’t know; probably Will 
Ferrell or maybe even Arnold 
Schwarzenegger.”
Who would play your love 
interest?
“Scarlett	 Johansson	 would	 be	 a	
good	call.”
 If you were stranded on the 
moon, what three items would 
you want with you?
“I think I would definitely have 
to bring my spacesuit, my laptop 
equipped	 with	 wireless	 Internet	
and I would definitely have to 
bring my soccer team so I could 
play soccer all the time.”
If you could travel back in time, 
what time period would you 
go to?
“I	would	go	to	the	medieval	times,	
so	I	could	do	some	jousting.”	
If you were to sit down with 
five other people, dead or alive, 
famous or not famous who 
would they be?
“I	 would	 have	 to	 go	 with	 Isaac	
Brock	 lead	 singer	 of	 Modest	
Mouse. Sigmund Freud is a pretty 
interesting guy I would throw 
him in there. I would say Pele. I 
would	sit	down	with	Will	Ferrell	
and my last one would have to be 
Heath	Ledger.”
Player Profile: Lyle Howe 
	 Marilyn	 Gordon,	 Ed.D,	
RD,	CSSD,	LDN,	is	a	registered	
dietitian	and	licensed	dietitian/
nutritionist	at	NSU.	To	submit	
your	question	e-mail	smann@
nova.edu.
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	 The	NSU	men’s	soccer	team	
suffered	a	demoralizing	defeat	at	
the	 hands	 of	 NAIA	 powerhouse	
Embry Riddle by a score-line of 
2-0 on Oct. 3.                              
	 The	 Sharks	 had	 been	 on	
an early winning streak after 
claiming	 back	 to	 back	 victories	
in	their	last	two	games.	However,	
that streak was snatched by the 
resilient	Riddle	squad.	
	 Under	 the	 lights	 at	 the	
NSU	soccer	complex,	the	Sharks	
started slowly and struggled to 
get into a smooth rhythm early in 
the game. Embry Riddle passed 
the ball quickly and strategically 
as they looked to find a way to 
unlock	the	NSU	defense.	
	 The	 deadlock	 was	 broken	
in the 18th minute as a goal-kick 
was unchallenged in midfield 
and	allowed	Riddle	to	break	and	
coolly shoot the ball, making the 
first goal. 
	 The	goal	sparked	some	life	
into the Sharks as they tightened 
up their defense late in the first 
half.	 Despite	 the	 pressure,	 NSU	
failed	to	make	it	count	as	the	half	
finished 1-0 for Embry Riddle. 
	 NSU	 improved	 in	 the	
second half when they really 
brought	 their	 game	 to	 Riddle.	
The best play of the night fell just 
four	minutes	into	the	second	half	
as	 junior	 Chris	 Pruitt	 connected	
with	a	cross	from	the	right	wing	
only to head the ball off the post:
no	goal.
	 The	 Sharks	 continued	 to	
push for their elusive first goal 
while they strategically tried to 
create	 more	 chances	 to	 score.	
Sophomore	 Shane	 Coore	 was	
picked	 out	 again	 from	 the	 right	
side only to blast his shot wide 
from eight yards out. 
 The Sharks’ recovery took 
a	massive	blow	when	Riddle	slid	
in	around	 the	back	 to	secure	 the	
second	goal.	
	 NSU	 remained	 determined	
and	 continued	 to	 press	 Riddle	
all the way to the final whistle 
but	 in	 the	 end	 it	was	 all	 in	vain	
as they failed to convert their 
opportunities to score. The final 
score	of	the	game	was	2-0.	
	 The	 Sharks	 suffered	 their	
second	 defeat	 of	 the	 week	 just	
four days later on Oct. 7 by 
Rollins	College.		In	an	end	to	end	
encounter	neither	 team	could	be	
separated	 after	 the	 allotted	 90	
minutes.	 Therefore,	 the	 game	
was	 forced	 into	 overtime.	 The	
first period of overtime was short 
lived	as	Rollins	were	awarded	a	
penalty kick after just 1 minute 
and 57 seconds of play. The 
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penalty kick was converted and 
with	that	Rollins	secured	the	win	
on	the	golden	goal	rule.	
	 It	 was	 Rollins	 who	 took	
the	lead	earlier	in	the	night	after	
some slack marking in the penalty 
area	 allowed	 Rollins’	 Stephen	
Wright	 to	 rocket	 the	 ball	 home	
unchallenged in the 11th minute. 
	 The	 Sharks	 reacted	 in	 a	
positive manner as they looked 
to find a way back into the 
game. After 26 minutes junior 
Aly Hassan worked tirelessly to 
create	a	chance	for	himself	on	the	
right side as he fired in a shot.
 The shot could only be 
parried by the Rollins goalkeeper 
and	 junior	 Craig	 Heenighan	
picked up the pieces to volley the 
ball	home	and	to	tie	the	game.	
	 The	half	closed	out	with	the	
game locked at 1-1 and it would 
remain that way until the 66th 
minute	 when	 Rollins	 regained	
the	lead.
	 NSU	continued	to	battle	to	
get	back	in	the	game.	The	Sharks’	
persistence finally paid off in 
the	 80th	 minute	 as	 junior	 Brad	
Randolph	 assisted	 Hassan,	 who	
blasted	 the	 ball	 home	 from	 the	
top	of	the	box.	
	 The	 game	 went	 into	 over-
time	with	the	score	of	2-2,	a	tie.	
The	Sharks’	night	was	soon	over	
as	defensive	mistakes	would	cost	
Men’s Soccer Suffers 
Tough Week at Home
them dearly. Rollins scored a goal 
and won 3-2. 
	 NSU	 will	 be	 looking	 to	
bounce	back	on	the	road	against	
Eckerd College on Oct. 10, as 
they look to improve on their 6-6 
overall	season	record.	
Courtesy of Sports Information
Chris Pruitt and Alvin Quaye anchoring the NSU defense.
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	 Most	 people	 are	 quick	 to	
attribute	 rock	 &	 roll’s	 creation	
and rise in popularity to Elvis 
Presley. Presley certainly had 
a	 lot	 to	 do	 with	 it,	 but	 so	 did	
Buddy Holly.
 Holly’s career began short-
ly after he saw Presley in concert 
in 1955, when at that time, 
Presley was just beginning to 
transition from strictly country 
to a faster, more blues-influenced 
sound. Shortly after, Holly 
formed Buddy Holly & the 
Crickets,	 incorporating	 more	
rockabilly and zydeco sounds 
into his music. In turn, Presley 
and Holly had a similar sound 
to	the	average	listener,	but	when	
listened to closely, there are 
distinct	differences.
 In 1956, Presley signed 
with RCA Records, while Holly 
signed	 with	 Decca	 Records.	
Unfortunately, though, because 
of problems with Decca, Holly 
never saw a 1956 release of his 
first record like Presley did. So, 
as Presley’s fame grew bigger 
amongst the masses, Holly was 
in	a	contractual	battle	with	Decca	
that eventually landed him with 
Coral	 Records.	 Soon	 after,	 in	
May, 1957, the Crickets’ first 
single, “That’ll Be The Day,” 
topped	the	“Best	Sellers	in	Stores”	
chart in the U.S., and by Dec., 
the	 Crickets	 were	 on	 the	 “The	
Ed	 Sullivan	 Show”	 performing	
one	of	 their	most	 famous	songs,	
“Peggy Sue.”
	 From	then	on,	 the	Crickets	
enjoyed some commercial suc-
cess, but they did not have the 
same staying power as Presley 
because	 of	 a	 plane	 crash	 in	
1959, where Holly was killed 
along	 with	 other	 popular	 musi-
cians,	 Ritchie	 Valens	 and	 J.P.	
Richardson. Obviously, Presley’s 
fame	 continued	 to	 blow	up	well	
into the 1960s and 1970s, and by 
the mid-1960s, the memory of 
Holly had been replaced by The 
Beatles, The Beach Boys and 
various	other	bands.
 However, because of Holly’s 
extreme influence on the afore-
mentioned bands and many 
more,	 he	 should	 not	 be	 this	
easily forgotten. Luckily for new 
listeners,	 tons	 of	 collections	 of	
the	 Crickets’	 music	 have	 been	
released since 1959. The one I 
would	 recommend	would	be	 the	
2002	 collection	 titled	 “The	Best	
of Buddy Holly.” This will give 
you the most comprehensive 
view of Holly’s music.
	 The	 collection	 begins	with
“Peggy Sue,” the track that blasted 
them to fame in 1957, and includes 
other	 hits	 and	 less	 recognized	
tracks,	 such	 as	 “That’ll	 Be	 The	
Day,” “Oh Boy!,” “I’m Gonna 
Love	You	Too,”	“Heartbeat”	and	
“Every Day.”
 Upon first listen, it is not 
hard to see why “Peggy Sue” 
was	 such	 a	 breakout	 track	 for	
Holly. The tempo is quicker than 
a	 heartbeat	 and	 the	 guitar	 and	
drums	 are	muted	 in	 comparison	
to Holly’s voice, making it stand 
out on the track. Not only that, 
but the lyrics are playful and 
confessional	 at	 the	 same	 time,	
which probably made nearly 
every girl named Margaret swoon 
and	wonder	if	she	was	the	subject	
of	the	song.
	 Songs	 such	 as	 “That’ll	 Be	
The Day” and “Oh Boy!” are 
fast,	fun	and	obvious	rock	&	roll	
tracks with sing-along-type lyrics. 
If these songs do not get your 
feet	tapping,	at	least	a	little	bit,	I	
honestly do not know what will 
because	these	songs	are	designed	
to get you moving whether on the 
dance floor or at your home. 
 “Heartbeat” is probably one 
of	 the	most	 impressive	 Crickets	
tracks. It has their signature style 
but	 incorporates	a	 lot	of	 tropical	
and	Latin	music	at	the	same	time.	
These influences most likely 
came from Holly’s relationships 
with	 musicians,	 such	 as	 Valens,	
and definitely had a unique 
affect on his music. “Every 
Day” features one of the most 
original	uses	of	sound	at	the	time	
because	 instead	 of	 using	 hand	
drums	or	 regular	percussion,	 the	
only percussion in the song was 
created by one of the Crickets 
slapping	their	hands	on	their	lap.	
	 All	 together,	 these	 tracks	
make up the legacy of a truly 
innovative	 and	 important	 musi-
cian. According to the Buddy 
Holly Center’s Web site, what 
Throwback of the Week: 
Buddy Holly
Courtesy of www. milleroutdoortheatre.com
Buddy Holly.
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made Holly so different from 
Presley was that while Presley 
was	making	“black	music”	more	
acceptable	 for	 white	 people,	
Holly won over fans of all races, 
which,	in	turn,	managed	to	bridge	
some	of	the	racial	divide	in	rock	
& roll. No matter who you are or 
where you are from, you will be 
able to find something to love in 
Holly’s music.
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The Sky is “Gray” Tonight
JUAN GALLO
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	 Since	the	release	of	“White	
Ladder” in 2000, David Gray, 
who	is	from	Ireland,	has	released	
several	albums.	However,	none	of	
these	albums	have	had	quite	 the	
same	success	as	“White	Ladder.”	
I, like many others, could not 
help but be drawn to Gray upon 
hearing	 the	 brilliance	 of	 his	
music portrayed in songs like 
“This Years Love,” “Babylon” 
and	 “Please	 Forgive	 Me”	 on	
“White Ladder”. Gray’s music 
was poetry—it was honest and 
beautiful. Fortunately for fans, 
this	is	still	the	case.
 After a four-year hiatus, 
Gray returns with his latest 
release	“Draw	the	Line.”
	 ”Draw	 the	 Line”	 does	 not
exactly capture the same senti-
ment	 as	 “White	 Ladder”.	 Nor	
does	it	balance	poetic	confession	
in lyrics with strong hooks and 
melodies.	However,	listeners	will	
find it is worthwhile.
 I was not amazed by the first 
three tracks of the album. They 
were	 dull	 and	 uninteresting	 and	
left	me	 feeling	 bored.	However,	
when	 I	 listened	 to	 track	 four,	
“Jackdaw,”	 the	 album	 took	 off	
and	 jumped	 up	 a	 few	 levels.	 In	
the track “Kathleen“, Gray plays 
with	 a	 fantastic	 combination	 of	
beautiful lyrics with an equally 
beautiful	 progression	 on	 piano.	
My favorite up to this point was 
“First Chance,” a song that finds 
Gray singing through feelings and 
emotions	 of	 wanting	 to	 escape.	
The	 song	 also	 has	 attitude,	 as	
Gray sings with authority through 
the	verses	and	chorus.	
	 Once	 the	 album	 picks	 up
after	 a	 slow	 beginning,	 it	main-
tains	 the	 listener’s	 interest	 and	
presents a higher level of quality, 
giving fans what they want. This 
is definitely not an album for 
everyone, but a must own for 
Gray fans.  
Courtesy of www.nick-thomas.com
David Gray sings and puts Ireland on the map.
Courtesy of www.thesun.co.uk
Mika’s music is colorful and fun.
	 In	 2007,	 with	 the	 release	
of	 “Life	 in	 Cartoon	 Motion,”	
Mika,	the	London-bred	musician,	
found	 incredible	 success.	 Now,	
he	 returns	 with	 a	 brand	 new	
batch	 of	 songs	 in	 his	 follow-up	
album, “The Boy Who Knew 
Too	Much.”	
	 It	did	not	take	long	for	Mika	
to go from obscurity to world-
wide celebrity, although his pop-
ularity is more immense over-
seas. His tremendously catchy 
hits in 2007 were well received by 
everyone who bought his album, 
danced	to	his	songs	in	clubs	and	
then	gave	him	awards	to	cement	
his	brilliance.	
	 There	 is	 no	 getting	 around	
the	fact	that	Mika’s	music	is	quite	
blatantly pop music. However, in 
a	culture	in	which	the	word	“pop”	
has	 become	 almost	 insulting	 to	
real	 musicians	 and	 songwriters,	
Mika,	is	an	exception	to	the	rule.	
Within	 seconds	 of	 hearing	 his	
songs, you immediately notice 
some very close resemblances 
to	 musical	 geniuses	 of	 the	 past	
like Freddie Mercury, ABBA and 
Elton	John.	
	 In	 Mika’s	 case,	 while	 this	
music is unmistakably pop, it is
not	 just	 a	 combination	 of	 arti-
ficially produced rhythms and 
cheesy, mass-produced lyrics. It 
is	heart	and	soul,	and	it	 is	 labor.	
Each lyric and each note played 
on the piano is thought-out, filled 
with	emotion	and	is	what	makes	
Mika	a	genius.	He	can	write	these	
incredibly catchy and infectious 
JUAN GALLO
ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT EDITOR 
songs so naturally and without 
a flaw.
	 In	“Life	in	Cartoon	Motion,”	
he	did	 it	with	 songs	 like	“Grace	
Kelly,” “Relax” and “Love 
Today.” This time around, in “The 
Boy Who Knew Too Much,” he 
is	doing	it	better,	with	songs	like	
“We	 are	 Golden,”	 “Blame	 it	 on	
the	Girls”	 and	 “Rain.”	 Enlisting	
the	help	of	producer	Greg	Wells	
and some contributions by 
Imogen	Heap	 and	Owen	Pallett,	
Mika	 has	 gone	 back	 to	what	 he	
does	 best	—	creating	 songs	 that	
seem like they come from a world 
of cartoons, classic Hollywood 
images, stuffed animals, candy 
and	bright	colors.
 Sure, this may sound a little 
weird	but,	trust	me,	it	works.	The	
first track, “We are Golden,” kind 
of	 sounds	 like	 it	 could	 be	 the	
opening to a 1980s sitcom like 
“Who’s	the	Boss?”	or	“Charles	in	
Charge.” This song is followed by 
an equally catchy song, “Blame it 
on	the	Girls.”			
	 This	 album	 is	 not	 going	 to	
disappoint any listener, as there is 
never	a	dull	moment	to	be	found	
on any track, even when Mika 
slows	things	down	on	tracks	like	
“By The Time,” a ballad that is 
beautifully arranged with a heart-
felt melody.
 This album is extremely fun, 
while	 at	 the	 same	 time	 evolved	
enough	 to	 share	 real	 emotions.	
Mika has a unique style that 
will attract everyone, from the 
person	 who	 wants	 to	 listen	 to	
fun,	 upbeat	music	 to	 the	 person	
looking	 for	 artists	 making	 real,	
honest	music.		
Mika is Golden
Site of the Week: 
Instapaper.com
ANNARELY RODRIGUEZ
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	 Instapaper.com	 allows	 reg-
istered	users	to	bookmark	articles	
or	 blogs	 that	 are	 too	 long	 for	
them	 to	 read	 at	 the	moment,	 so	
that they may read them at a more 
convenient	time.	For	example,	if	
a headline catches your eye but 
the	 length	 of	 the	 article	 makes	
you tremble because you do not 
have enough time or energy to 
read it at that moment, you can 
just	click	“Read	Later”	and	it	will	
save the page for you to access 
when you are in the mood to 
read	it.
	 According	 to	 Web	 site	
creator	 Marco	 Arment,	 the	
reason	 for	 the	 site	 is	 “There’s	
no time to sit and read anything 
when you’re going through 500 
feed	 items	 while	 responding	 to	
email,	chatting,	and	watching	bad	
YouTube	videos.”
 The application is not only 
for	 articles	 and	 blogs;	 it	 also	
works	 with	 YouTube	 videos,	
Twitter and pretty much every 
other	Web	site.
 However, if you find 
yourself with nothing to read, 
Instapaper.com provides you with 
a	 list	of	 the	most	“bookmarked”	
pages	on	their	server	from	which	
you may choose what interests 
you. 
	 Instapaper	 also	 has	 an	
application	 for	 the	 iPhone,	 with	
a	 free	ad-supported	version,	 and	
one	 for	 the	Amazon	Kindle,	 but	
keep	in	mind	that	Amazon	charges	
15 cents for every delivery made 
to your Kindle. 
 If you own a phone other 
than the iPhone on which you 
have internet access, you may 
also	use	the	Web	site.
	 “Instapaper	 is	 optimized	
for	 the	 iPhone,	since	 that’s	what	
I (and most Instapaper users) 
have, but I’ll do my best to 
broaden compatibility whenever 
possible,”	 wrote	Arment	 on	 the	
site.	
	 One	drawback	to	Instapaper	
is	 that	 it	 does	 not	 work	 well	
with	 Internet	 Explorer	 because	
this	 browser	 does	 not	 have	 the	
optimized	 “bookmark”	 feature	
like	 Firefox	 and	 Safari.	 You	
can	 still	 use	 the	 application,	 but	
instead	of	having	a	tab	on	top	of	
your search bar that you click 
to add Web sites to your “Read 
Later” list, you would need to log 
into	 the	 Instapaper	Web	site	and	
copy and paste the URL there.
Courtesy of www.instapaper.com
The instapaper.com Web site. 
Get Into Sudoku
Complete the grid so that every row, column and 3x3 box 
contains everydigit from one to nine inclusively.
Created by J. Calle
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 Penn Badgley is best known 
for	his	work	as	 the	older	Tucker	
brother	 in	 “John	 Tucker	 Must	
Die” and as Dan Humphrey on 
“Gossip Girl,” yet he is changing 
his	image	and	gearing	up	for	the	
release	of	“The	Stepfather.”	
 Badgley plays Michael Harding, 
a young man who returns home 
from military school to find 
his mother (Sela Ward) living 
with her new boyfriend, David 
(Dylan Walsh). As the two 
men	 get	 to	 know	 each	 other,	
Michael	becomes	more	and	more	
suspicious	 of	 the	 man	 who	 is	
always there with a helpful hand. 
	 The	 Current	 was	 able	 to	
participate	in	a	media	conference	
call with Badgley and to talk to 
him	about	“The	Stepfather.”	
Media Conference: “I’m won-
dering if you could tell us about 
how this film will be different 
than other thrillers.”
Penn Badgley: “Well, there are 
actually, I think, a surprising 
number	 of	 differences	 between	
“The	 Stepfather”	 and	 a	 lot	 of	
modern thrillers or horror films. 
First	 off,	 it	 is	 a	 thriller.	 	 It’s	not	
straight-up	 horror.	 	 It’s	 not	 a	
slasher the way that, I think, 
maybe the original was in 1987. 
It’s a simpler, story-driven thriller. 
It	isn’t	full	of	twists	and	turns.		I	
think	 for	 that	 reason,	 people	
might not be getting what they’re 
expecting going in, but they’ll be 
pleasantly surprised. 
 “Also, you know who the 
killer is from the first frame of 
the	movie.	 	 It’s	 explained	 in	 the	
beginning.	So,	rather	than	it	being	
LAUREN AURIGEMMA
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the	age	old	game	of	‘Clue’	where	
you’re wondering who it is, it’s 
really a different kind of thrill. 
It’s really like a tense dread, 
where you’re waiting for the 
other	shoe	to	drop	and	wondering	
how	it’s	going	to	happen.		I	think	
those are probably the most 
obvious	differences.”
MC: “How was this role different 
from anything you’ve ever done 
before in the past, movie or 
TV-wise?”
PB:	 “First	 off,	 it	 is	 a	 lead	 role	
in a film, and that is different 
from anything I’ve done.  I think 
probably the biggest differences 
were	 two	 things...the	 character	
is fairly quiet and he’s borderline 
petulant.  I really didn’t want to 
make	him	petulant,	but	he’s	sort	
of	 pissed	 off	 coming	 back	 from	
military reform school.  
 “He’s partially reformed, 
but he’s definitely bitter a little 
bit	 from	 the	 whole	 experience	
and	not	sure	how	to	approach	his	
family.  So he’s quiet and he’s 
almost	 insolent.	 Again,	 those	
things	 I	 tried	 to	 temper	 to	make	
him	 relatable	 and	 to	 make	 him	
redeemable.		
 “Also, the physicality of the 
role,	aside	from	getting	in	shape	
a	 little	 bit,	 I	was	 required	 to	 do	
some	 stunts.	 	 I	 had	 to	 do	 stuff	
that	I	never	had	in	a	role,	which	
was really fun. At least what I 
was	 doing	 was	 doing	 pushups,	
pull-ups,	 screaming	 and	 letting	
the blood rush to my head and 
drooling	a	little	bit	even.	I	mean,	
I probably looked like an idiot 
in	 between	 takes,	 but	 I	was	 just	
trying to exhaust myself to make 
those	moments	real.”	
MC: “What do you think 
college students can take away 
from this film?  What do you 
think they can relate to?”
PB:	 “I	 think	 the	 reason	 that	
so many people are drawn to 
movies with young protagon-
ists	 or	 antagonists	 or	 whoever	
—	 heroes,	 villains	—	 there	 is	 a	
universal vulnerability in being 
a teenager.  I think you get that 
with this kid, especially. I mean, 
he’s very vulnerable as far as his 
family’s concerned. He’s been 
away from them for maybe a year 
or	two,	he	comes	back	and	there’s	
a	stranger	in	his	home.	
 “Anybody who might have 
had any stressful relationship 
with	 their	parents,	which	I	 think	
is to say everybody at one point 
in time, especially when you’re 
going away for college. That’s 
when you’re parents start pulling 
every trick they can to get you to 
appreciate	 them	 and	 love	 them	
one last time before they feel 
like they lose you forever. Not 
necessarily everybody’s like that, 
but I think you get that a lot.”
MC: “What personal touches 
did you, the director and the 
writers bring to separate this 
film from the 1987 version?”
PB:	 “I	 think	 the	 biggest	 differ-
ence	we	had	was	that	I	thought	it	
was an eerie, creepy slasher film, 
like	much	more	in	that	‘80s	vein	
of	the	cult	genre	picture.		This	is	
a	broader	 thriller.	 I	 think	 there’s	
more of a story that will draw 
you in and keep you invested as 
opposed to relying on gimmicks. 
Now,	I	haven’t	seen	the	original,	
so I’m not saying they did a lot 
of gimmicks, but I think if you 
were	 to	 translate	an	 ‘80s	slasher	
film to a modern slasher film, 
I think you would get a lot of 
bells and whistles and a really 
beautiful	looking	movie	that	was	
full of blood, but you might not 
be	so	invested	or	be	able	to	relate.	
I	 think	 that’s	 where	 this	 one	
differs a lot. It’s a simpler, story-
based	movie.		
	 “Also,	 a	 huge	 difference	
you have in this one from the 
original is my character was a 
girl. I think they changed that to 
make	 the	 relationship	 between	
the stepfather and my character 
to be one where you can only 
see one of two ways for it to 
end, and that’s probably one of 
them dying. 
	 “So,	it	has	to	end	in	a	battle.	
It’s	a	different	kind	of	tension	and	
it’s	a	different	kind	of	rapport	that	
they developed, a different kind 
of	interaction.	I	think	the	original	
is probably much more predatory 
and you’re just waiting for him to 
stab	her,	I	would	think.”	
MC: “Are you a fan of 
horror films yourself and did 
your opinion change from 
before doing this film to after 
this film?”
PB:	 “You	 know,	 I	 wouldn’t	
necessarily say I’m a fan of horror 
films.  Everybody likes a scare, 
and around this time of year, I’m 
always game.  I saw the first two 
“Saw” [films] and then after that I 
thought it got kind of silly.  
 “Yes, I think it’s really fun, 
and	 that’s	 the	 whole	 point	 of	
these movies.  Yes, you want to 
terrify the audience for a bit, but 
the whole reason that anybody 
does	 that	 is	 because	 it’s	 fun,	
especially during the time around 
Halloween.	 	 In	 that	sense,	 I’m	a	
fan,	but	I	think	I’m	more	a	fan	of	
making them.  It’s just physically 
a very fun thing to do.  To make 
all this stuff real you have to dive 
in head first and really commit. 
It was a very fun experience 
for	me.”
	 The	 Stepfather	 will	 be	 in	
theaters on Oct. 16. 
Penn Badgley Sheds His “Gossip Girl” Image 
for “The Stepfather”
Courtesy of  www. aceshowbiz.com
Penn Badgley in “The Stepfather.”
 Ricky Gervais makes his 
film directorial debut in “The 
Invention of Lying.” Gervais, 
the creator of “The Office” and 
“Extras,”	 stars	 as	Mark	Bellison	
the first man to tell a lie in a world 
where	 lies	 do	 not	 exist.	 In	 the	
film, Mark is unhappy in a world 
where everyone speaks exactly 
what	is	on	their	mind	—	the	truth	
is all they know and it hurts. This 
makes	his	life	miserable	because	
he is often told how ugly he 
is	 and	how	bad	he	 is	 at	 his	 job.	
Eventually, he stumbles upon the 
idea that by lying, he can attain 
anything he wants and no one else 
will	know	the	difference.	Mark	is	
successful	until	he	sees	that	he	is	
still not happy because there are 
things	he	cannot	control.	
 The film was entertaining 
and funny, while being something 
completely unexpected all at the 
same	 time.	 Filled	with	 a	 cast	 of	
comedy all-stars such as Jonah 
Hill,	 Christopher	 Guest,	 Tina	
Fey, Louis C.K., Jennifer Garner 
and many more, I was expecting 
a slightly typical romantic-
comedy. However, it was clear 
that	Gervais’s	comedic	genius	 is	
not	all	he	was	counting	on	for	a	
great	movie.
 The film raises contem-
plative questions about the way 
we	live	and	how	we	use	our	words	
every day. Gervais illustrates 
to	 the	 audience	 that	he	does	not	
want	to	just	make	them	laugh,	but	
also	touch	their	hearts.	
 This film is a must see. It 
is entirely original, highly enter-
taining,	and	like	all	great	movies	
do,	it	causes	us	to	look	at	the	world	
and think about it differently. 
JUAN GALLO
ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT EDITOR 
Truth Hurts in “The Invention of Lying”
 Courtesy of www.eonline.com
Jennifer Garner and Ricky Gervais in “The Invention of  Lying.”
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 Figuring that for every 
action,	 there	 is	 an	 equal	 and	
opposite	reaction,	parodies,	such	
as	“Zombieland”	and	“Shawn	of	
the Dead,” are almost necessary 
in a film industry full of horrors 
and	 thrillers	 designed	 to	 scare	
the	 pants	 off	 of	 audiences.	 The	
zombie	horror	genre,	in	particular,	
seems	 more	 of	 a	 cult	 phenom-
enon	than	a	mainstream	one,	like	
slasher films and psychological 
thrillers	 have	 become.	 So,	 the	
chances of seeing some of your 
favorite actors in a zombie film, 
or zombie parody, are slim to 
none,	 which	 is	 what	 makes	
“Zombieland”	stand	out.
 The film begins just as a 
virus,	 similar	 to	 “Mad	 Cow”	
disease,	 is	 turning	 most	 of	 the	
world’s population into flesh-
eating zombies, who can pretty 
much	smell	living	human	beings	
from miles away. The audience 
is	 then	 introduced	 to	 Columbus	
(Jesse Eisenberg), one of the only 
survivors	 struggling	 to	 get	 back	
to	 his	 hometown	 of	 Columbus,	
OH.	While	he	 is	walking	on	 the	
highway, he discovers another 
survivor, Tallahassee (Woody 
Harrelson), making his way 
back to Florida and trying to kill 
as many zombies as he can on 
his way.
	 As	 the	 two	 are	 fumbling	
toward Texarkana, TX, they come 
across Wichita (Emma Stone) 
and Little Rock (Abigail Breslin), 
two young girls who have been 
alone	 far	 before	 the	 “zombie	
holocaust.”	 Though	 Little	 Rock	
and Wichita originally screw the 
guys over, all four eventually 
decide	to	stick	together	and	help	
each	other	survive.
 Though the story sounds 
a little cheesy, the film is far 
from	it.	From	the	beginning,	 the	
slapstick	action	and	extreme	gore	
are	nonstop.	This	“gang	of	four”	
manages	to	get	themselves	caught	
in a few tricky, life-threatening 
situations	 during	 which	 the	
outcomes	 and	 reactions	 for	 and	
from	each	member	of	 the	 group	
are usually hilarious. 
	 Harrelson,	 Eisenberg	 and
Stone’s	 performances,	 in	 part-
icular, brought the film to a 
comedic level not usually seen 
in	 parodies	 like	 this.	 Without	
the chemistry between all of the 
actors and actresses, this film 
could	 have	 been	 a	 complete	
disaster.	This	is	due	to	the	fact	that	
while it is fairly obvious that the 
main	characters	will	become	sort	
of a “family,” the complications 
of	 getting	 to	 that	 point	 are	 too	
funny to miss. 
	 Although,	 I	 have	 to	 warn	
that while the film is hilarious 
and	fun	to	watch,	the	gore	might	
be	 too	 much	 for	 some	 people.	
Personally, the gore was not too 
over	 the	 top,	but	 I	did	 see	 some	
people covering their eyes at a 
few	parts	where	 there	was	some	
serious	 blood	 and	 guts	 being	
blasted	all	over	 the	screen.	Still,	
do not let the gore keep you away 
from this film; the sheer hilarity 
of the film, as a whole, will more 
than make up for your disgust.
	 While	 “Zombieland”	 is	
not for everyone, especially 
young children, it is certainly an 
entertaining	 and	 side-splitting
horror-comedy good for every-
thing	 from	 date	 night	 to	 girls’	
night	to	“bros’”	night.
“Zombieland” Isn’t As Dead As It Seems
Courtesy of www.aintitcool.com
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What Happened to 
“I Believe The Children 
Are Our Future?”
STEFANI RUBINO
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	 Last	 week,	 the	 Supreme	
Court	 decided	 it	would	 hear	 the	
appeal	 of	 two	 cases	 from	 Fla.	
involving	 a	 man	 who	 was	 sent	
to	 prison	 for	 life	without	 parole	
in 1989 at the age of 13, and a 
17-year-old, who received the 
same	 sentence	 in	 2004.	 The	
actual	 cases,	 however,	 are	 not	
the	 most	 important	 part.	 With	
these	 hearings,	 the	 Supreme	
Court	will	be	setting	a	precedent	
as	 to	 whether	 or	 not	 juveniles	
convicted	 of	 crimes	 other	 than	
murder	 should	 be	 given	 these	
kinds	of	sentences.
	 For	 whatever	 reasons,	 the	
state	 of	 Fla.	 decided	 that	 these	
two boys, the first convicted of 
rape	 and	 the	 other	 convicted	 of	
violation	 of	 parole,	 assault	 and	
robbery, could not be rehabilitated 
in any way, meaning they would 
be	 locked	 up	 for	 the	 rest	 of	
their	 lives.	 Even	 though	 little	
information	about	the	defendants’	
lives	 has	 been	 released,	 it	 is	
obvious	 that	 the	 state	 seems	 to	
be giving up on young men and 
women	who	could	be	committing	
these crimes for any number 
of	reasons.
 The idea of keeping boys
and	 girls	 in	 prison	 for	 the	 dur-
ation	 of	 their	 lives	 for	 crimes	
they committed when they 
barely understood what “good” 
and “bad” means is fairly dis-
turbing, but it should really be 
used	 to	 facilitate	 an	 important	
conversation.	 What	 can	 states	
do	 to	 ensure	 that	 their	 prisons	
are	 being	 used	 as	 rehabilitation	
centers	as	opposed	to	the	holding	
pens they are now?
 Clearly, since the penal sys-
tem	 was	 created,	 countries	 and	
states	 have	 struggled	 to	 keep	 a	
balance	 between	 discipline	 and	
reform, but in the last 100 years 
in	particular,	people	seem	to	have	
given	up	on	the	second	part	of	that	
equation	 to	 concentrate	 on	 just	
the	 punishment	 aspect.	 Because	
of	 this,	 the	chances	of	offenders	
returning to prison after they have 
been let out are extremely high.
	 This	 is	 just	 speculation,	
but it may be that very reason 
that pushes courts to send young 
offenders	 to	 jail	 for	 the	 rest	 of	
their lives because they feel they 
will never truly be rehabilitated 
in any way. 
 Regardless they are proving 
even	 further	 that	 this	 nation	
seemingly has no problems giving 
up on children so easily. From 
budget	 cuts	 in	 schools	 to	 cuts	
in	 funding	 of	 public	 recreation	
centers	 to	 this,	 the	 authorities	
in this country are turning their 
backs on the children they are 
supposed	to	help	protect.
 At the ages of 13 and 17, 
is a child really responsible for 
his	 or	 her	 actions?	We	 all	 have	
made	 stupid	 decisions,	 such	 as	
experimenting	 with	 drugs	 and	
drinking	or	even	vandalizing	the	
property of our neighbors. These 
are	 all	 things	 that,	 if	 caught,	
would	 force	 us	 to	 face	 legal	
ramifications. 
 In a nation as racially, eth-
nically and monetarily diverse 
as	 the	 U.S.,	 we	 have	 to	 expect	
children	 to	 sometimes	be	 forced	
to	make	dramatic	decisions	based	
on	 the	 opportunities	 that	 are	
given or taken away from them, 
even if they do not understand 
the	consequences	for	both	them-
selves and the victims they 
leave	behind.	The	people	of	 this	
country cannot sit back as these 
children	are	thrown	in	prison	for	
the rest of their lives, they need 
to	 be	 rehabilitated	 and	 given	
another	 chance	 at	making	 a	 life	
for	themselves.
What do you think of NSU’s advertisements?
On the Scene
ANNARELY RODRIGUEZ
NEWS EDITOR 
“I noticed that the ones that play on campus that say ‘You are NSU’ 
have older people in them that you do not see on campus. NSU takes a 
different approach, I guess, with their commercials, but it seems that they 
care	more	about	the	school	than	the	actual	students.”
Maria Llanos, senior biology major
“I would like to see a little more variety; some of them look the same.”
Amanda Walch, freshman psychology major
“I think they are doing a good job with the commercials. They are getting 
the message across pretty well.”
Jennie Farshchian, third year law student
“So far the ones I have seen are very interesting and common, like the 
‘Do What You Wanna Do’ [commercials], caught my attention. They are 
pretty good.”
Jonathan Osbourne, sophomore education major
	 It	is	midterm	week	for	most	
undergraduate	 students,	 and	 the	
grind	has	begun.	Late	nights.	More	
coffee.	And	less	sleep.	This	week	
The	 Current	 has	 a	 few	 articles	
that	 address	 the	 advantages	 and	
disadvantages	 associated	 with	
drinking	 caffeinated	 drinks,	 the	
effects	 of	 sleep	 deprivation,	
and how to manage your time 
more efficiently in our Features 
section. Hopefully these articles 
will help you get more rest, 
drink	 less	coffee,	and	 learn	how	
to prioritize your life and avoid 
procrastinating.
	 We	also	have	an	interesting	
cover story about the CEO of 
General	Motors,	Fritz	Henderson	
and	the	CEO	of	AutoNation,	Mike	
Jackson	 who	 both	 presented	 at	
this year’s town hall meeting on 
campus.	GM’s	 restructuring	 is	 a	
hot	topic	across	the	nation.	
 As taxpayers who helped 
bail the company out, this 
was a unique opportunity for 
students, faculty, and community 
members	 to	 pose	 questions	 to	
Henderson.	 However,	 I	 wish	
the	 discussion	 had	 a	more	 open	
format.	 Questions	 were	 asked	
formally by host Dean Fields of 
the	Huizenga	School	of	Business	
and Entrepreneurship. They were 
collected	before	 the	presentation	
started,	 but	 as	 the	 CEOs	 spoke,	
questions kept pouring into my 
head.	 Perhaps,	 a	 moderator	 was	
appointed	due	to	time	constraints,	
but	 I	 think	 that	 the	 format	 took	
away from what a true town hall 
is	supposed	to	be.
	 Aside	from	town	hall	meet-
ings, NSU offers a variety of 
outlets to get your voice heard. 
The	 Current	 is	 proud	 to	 be	 one	
of	 those	 outlets.	 We	 welcome	
letters	 and	 opinions	 pieces	 from	
students, faculty, and academic 
voices. Please submit your 
letter	 to	 the	 editor	 or	 opinion	 to	
smann@nova.edu. And good 
luck on your exams! 
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Issue 8 Correction
In the article “NSU Makes Preparations to Combat Flu Season,” it was stated that the H1N1 vaccines are available to faculty and staff, 
and would be available to students starting the week of Oct. 5. At press time, only the seasonal flu vaccine was available. We regret 
this	error.	

